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CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS 

Cornet’s classroom behavior policy is orientated toward job-ready skills and career expectations 

Discussion and General Conduct – Respect should govern everything.  Anti-Semitism, racism, xenophobia, 

sexism, homophobia and other forms of prejudice will not be tolerated.  Students are expected to behave in 

accordance with standards of a professional workplace. 

Outside of Class Policy – You will need a Hall Pass to leave during class time.  There is only one, so should you 

step out, another who needs to go has to remain.  So, be quick.  Under no circumstances may you use the Hall Pass 

during class time to visit other classes or to loiter around the commons or campus.  Under certain instances, you may 

lose my consent for you to leave class with the Hall Pass for the rest of the term, and I will recommend you to the 

school’s “Seatbelt List”. 

Tardy to Class – Please make every effort to be on time to class.  If you anticipate being late for a legitimate reason, 

bring a teacher note to excuse it. 

Food – Small quiet snacks (bagels) are ok, but anything loud (chips, apples, etc) are not.  If trash is left then food 

may be prohibited.  Under no circumstances may a student leave class to get a drink bottle or food. 

Dress – Dress appropriately and in accordance with the school dress code. 

Cell Phones – Keep them off and out-of-sight.  Not even on your desk! 

Other – (1) No hats, no chewing gum, no personal grooming, and no music or other electronic devices (including 

computers without teacher consent); (2) I will have a conversation with anyone smelling of smoke (I consider 

secondhand smoke a safety issue for students and myself); (3) Please do not apply hand lotion in the classroom. 

 

ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS 

Cornet’s grading policy is tethered to brain research and further orientated toward supporting career job-ready skills. 

Examinations – Students will have the opportunity to retake exams once.  The retake will cover the same material 

addressed on the first exam, although the format may look different.  The retake must be done within two weeks of 

the original exam being returned to you, and cannot earn more than 85%.  I keep the higher score of the two.  

(Students will forfeit this retake opportunity should they have attendance issues.) 

Homework – Homework is expected to be done, as it is preparation for the exam and is intended to support learning.  

It may be marked down a small percentage for lateness – turning things in timely is a career ready skill we need to 

teach – and will not be accepted more than two weeks late. 

Multiple Copies of an Assignment – I cannot hand out multiple copies of papers to many people.  I will make a few 

extra, but once they are gone, they’re gone.  If you are absent on the day something is assigned, be sure to put in a 

Homework Request or get it the very next day you’re in class to make sure you get a copy of what you need. 

Attendance – Attendance is expected.  This is not an independent study course.  Missed work will be provided 

promptly in response to homework requests through the attendance office; requests for missing work outside of that 

system may take longer to get to you or may not be available if we run out of copies. Get notes from missed days 

from classmates. 

+/- Grades – Grades matter.  While the +/- does not matter for your high school gpa, colleges and scholarships may 

recalculate it in a manner in which +/- will have an affect.  Never settle for less than you are capable of. 

Copying and Plagiarism – Intentionally trying to pass off someone else’s work as your own is NEVER acceptable.  

Don’t go there.  It is unethical and shows a lack of honor and integrity. 
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For Your Parent/Guardian 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 

 

Good afternoon.  I have the privilege of being one of your son/daughter’s instructors this term.  With this letter I would like to introduce 

myself, share my teaching philosophy and provide information about how to contact me. 

 

I grew up in Berkeley, in the San Francisco Bay Area, where I earned the Eagle Scout Award at age 16 and all three Eagle Palms shortly 

thereafter.  After graduating from Berkeley High School, I made appearances at five universities: Southern Oregon University (Ashland, 

Or); the University of Iowa (Iowa City, Ia); the University of California at Berkeley (Berkeley, Ca); Norwich University (Northfield, Vt), 

and; Lewis and Clark College (Portland, Or).  My undergraduate degrees are in Political Science and International Studies, and my Masters 

Degree is in Teaching.   I have also completed half of a second Masters Degree in the areas of International Theory, Law and Diplomacy.  I 

have done all this while wrestling with dyslexia.  I have been teaching a wide variety of introductory and advanced social studies classes at 

Phoenix High School since September 1999, and I have been teaching as an Affiliate Adjunct Professor at Southern Oregon University 

since 2002, and also briefly for Landmark College in 2011.  I annually score the national AP Government exams and Oregon state writing 

assessments.  I created and continue to coordinate the Student-Mediation Dispute Resolution Program, and coach Cross Country and Track. 

 

I have traveled to over two dozen foreign countries, all before the age of 27.  In these international travels I have explored by foot and rail 

with my wilderness hiking backpack, worked overseas during the summer at an archaeology excavation (twice!), and ran 5k and 10k races 

in six foreign countries – Russia, Finland, England, Canada, Israel and Ireland.  I have even authored a book revolving around one of these 

international adventures (isbn.1609116658).  My Russian-born wife Olya, our daughter Katrina Tzeitel (born August 2007), son Aleksandr 

Tevye (born July 2011) and our cat Eva constitute my family in southern Oregon.  I enjoy distance running, bicycling, volleyball, 

badminton, sketching/drawing, international travel, following politics, researching genealogy, old films, rock climbing, hiking, outdoor 

camping and wilderness backpacking.  

 

Through my studies and travels I have seen that people’s most limiting factor is their own vision of the possibilities the future holds.  In the 

classroom I am of the firm belief that all students can learn and achieve.  I have seen this by insisting upon high expectations of students in 

the arenas of academic rigor, accountability, and respect for themselves and others.  Students will set their goals and sights higher than 

they would have had teacher expectations been low.  My classes are not for the intellectually lazy.  I will seek to challenge your 

son/daughter; challenging without breaking them.   I believe in making every moment of class valuable and important, and I do not believe 

in “busy work.”  I often hear from students who say by semesters end that they have exceed the expectations they had for themselves when 

they first entered my classroom.  They’re engaged in the material.  Why is this?  Students begin to see the reality of the 21st Century — that 

we live in a globalized, interconnected, interdisciplinary world wherein virtually every classroom topic has some relevance to something 

else in society.   This is done in part by engendering an intellectual curiosity in your son/daughter, wherein they become intrinsically 

interested in asking the tough questions and seeking answers to it.  It is through this we foster the tendencies commonly associated with 

“lifelong learners.”  And, in the final analysis, my overarching goal is to create these lifelong learning characteristics in everyone who 

walks into my classroom. 

 

Each semester I strive to telephone the parents/guardians of all my students.  Yet this effort seems to be always hampered by the same 

things.....the parent/guardians home or work number in the computer is out-of-date; my message on the machine is not returned; the school 

computer program is stubborn and won’t provide quick access to the numbers; I have limited time, and so on.  Of course I will attempt to 

telephone or email when I have a concern about a student, but I also sometimes call to relay their good performances as well.   Even though I 

will be making every effort to contact you, I also would invite you to contact me.  Even if there are no concerns at present, I would be happy 

to give you a grade update at any time during the term.  There are several ways in which you can get through to me.  We have scheduled 

our annual PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES and OPEN HOUSE at the school, but why should we wait until late in the semester to speak 

about your son/daughter’s schooling?   You are welcome to telephone me at the school, at 541-535-1526.   Also, you may email me at 

John.Cornet@Phoenix.K12.Or.Us for a prompt, written response.  Email will elicit a quicker response from me generally. 

 

Finally, every one of my students has in their binder ‘day one’ handouts which include my grading policies and classroom expectations, and 

I am sure they will share it with you at your request.  Further, online a detailed curriculum and learning expectations for each of my classes 

are accessible through the district website.    

 

I believe the best education is when there is a collaborative effort between parents and teachers.  I invite you to ask your son/daughter what 

we learned in class on any given day.  I am a longtime proponent for bringing the classroom discussions home.  It is when the student 

teaches the material he/she has learned to others when mastery of the material is reinforced. 

 

I hope this letter provides you with a sense of who your son/daughter’s teacher is and of my educational philosophy, and I would welcome 

any and all communication with you. 

 

Mr. John Cornet 

Phoenix High School, Oregon 

 

 

Also: If your son/daughter has an interesting in joining the Cross Country team, the Track & Field team, or the Student-

Mediation Dispute Resolution Program, please encourage him/her to speak to me promptly. 


