
Geostrategic Maps 
 

 

What follows are several regional maps which are intended to act as ‘snapshots’ by which to depict a situation occurring in the world. 

 

 

Beyond the international discussion questions, American government-applicable inquiries include, and are not limited to, the following: 

 To what extent (if at all) should humanitarian intervention govern American foreign policy? 

 Why might the United States take the position they have on these issues? 

 How does this situation relate to American national security? 

 What is (or should be) the role of the US State Department in working with international organizations 

(the United Nations, Interpol)? 

 To what extent (if at all) should the US pressure our allies to take actions pertaining to these topics?  

Why or Why now?  If yes, what might this  

 Relative to American domestic concerns, how important is this issue and how much of our resources 

should be devoted toward tackling it (realize that resources are not infinite; to send resources 

somewhere means there are left for other priorities) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 Proliferation of Landmines 
   Revised November 2011 by John Cornet 

Flooding can relocate mines 

hundreds of miles away from their 

origin, including across national 

boundaries.  If the re-deposited mine 

is covered deeply in soil, even mine 

detectors can’t locate them. 

On the island of Cyprus, there are 77 

mine fields. 

Thousands of mines 

are in the demilitarized 

zone separating North 

from South Korea. 

In Afghanistan, over 10 

million mines are planted 

indiscriminately all over the 

country.  This includes in 

agricultural fields, grazing 

areas, irrigation canals, 

residential areas, roads and 

both rural and urban 

footpaths.  10-12 people are 

killed daily. 

Major international treaty:  

Convention on the Prohibition on the Use, Stockpiling, Production 

and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines (aka. “Ottawa Treaty”), 1997 

The top 13 landmine-producing 

countries in the world: Burma, 

China, Cuba, India, Iran, North 

Korea, South Korea, Nepal, Pakistan, 

Russia, Singapore, the United States 

and Vietnam. 

Three major types of mines:  

 Anti-personnel land mines 

 Anti-tank mines 

 Cluster munitions/bombs 

Most areas affected have no 

public awareness program 

Impact of Landmines 

➢ Reduces land available for agricultural production, livestock graving and future 

population growth.  Threatens wild animal populations. 

➢ Increases transportation costs and medical needs (rehabilitation; due to injuries) 

➢ Loss of human life and disability of all ages 

➢ Lack of security for communities 

➢ Presents obstacles to repatriation of peoples and reintegration of land 

8-10 million mines 

litter Cambodia. 

40,000 citizens 

have suffered 

amputations since 

1979.  No military 

groups use them 

anymore, but some 

civilians will use 

mines to protect 

their property (this 

happens in Russia 

too). 

97% of Kuwait was mined in 

1991  Today, over 5 million 

mines are thought to remain. 
Iraq has over 10 

million mines 

Mozambique has 

3 million mines 

in random places. 

Somalia has 1 million mines.  The Central and southern parts of 

the country are most contaminated by unexploded ordinance. 

Angola has between 10-20 million 

mines loose in the country, equal to 

1-2 per resident! 

Egyptian placed mines – 23 million of them – are mostly 

concentrated in the Sinai Peninsula (the border with Israel) 

16 million mines in 

Iran, mostly in the 

west and southwest 

Bosnia Herzegovina has 3 million 

mines on former front line combat 

areas.  Every month, 30-55 are 

killed, 80% of whom are civilian. 

Myanmar/Burma: 

government and 13 

rebel group use 

mines.  The military 

forces civilians to be 

minesweepers; 15% 

of mine victims were 

within a half mile of 

their home village. 

On the Bangladesh-Burma border, mines were laid 

to prevent cross border movement, preventing not 

just armed ethnic opposition groups from crossing 

the border, but also refugees while impeding cross 

border economic activities 

Since 1995, children have made up 

over half of the 50,000-100,000 mine 

victims in Rwanda 

1 million mines are scattered 

throughout Ukrainian soil, most 

of which date to World War II 

22 million mines and unexploded 

ordinance are in northwest Egypt, a 

legacy of the Nazi occupation. 

In France’s Ardennes region, 

unexploded ordinance 

continue to force evacuations. 

In Laos, it is estimated 

that 30% of the 5 

million cluster bombs 

dropped during 

Vietnam conflict did 

not detonate. 288 

million cluster 

munitions and about 

75 million unexploded 

bombs remained when 

the war ended. 

 

Southern Lebanon 

littered with 1½ 

undetonated 

cluster bombs per 

inhabitant in the 

region. 



 

 

 

 

Child Soldiers 
   Revised October 2013 by John Cornet 

Children engaged in war are as 

young as 7 and are forced into 

conflict due to poverty, sold by 

their parents, kidnapped or tricked 

into joining. 

Over 9,000 children 

under age 13 serve in 

the Nepal forces 

In the Central African Republic, 

children were part of state-allied 

armed groups. 

Key facts and statistics about child soldiers 

➢ There are an estimated 250,000 child 

soldiers in the world today.  

➢ It is estimated that 40% of all child 

soldiers are girls. They are often used as 

'wives' (i.e. sex slaves) of the male 

combatants. 

➢ Many rebel groups use child soldiers to 

fight the government, but some 

governments also use child soldiers in 

armed conflict. 

➢ Not all children take part in active 

combat. Some are also used as porters, 

cooks and spies. 

➢ As part of their recruitment and 

indoctrination, children are sometimes 

forced to kill or maim a family member 

- thus breaking the bonds with their 

community and making it difficult for 

them to return home.  

 

In Eritrea, children were 

used in armed opposition 

groups against the 

government, and were 

supported by foreign 

states 

In Sierra Leone between 1991 and 

2001, murders, rapes, torture and 

thousands of amputations were 

committed by the Small Boys unit of 

the Revolutionary United Front. 

The Zimbabwe 

government 

sponsors Youth 

militias, with 

members as 

young as 10 

In the Occupied Territories, 

Palestinian youth have been used 

as spies to gather intelligence, 

and have engaged in suicide 

bombings against Israeli civilians 

In Sudan in 2004, there were an 

estimated 17,000 children in 

government forces, allied militias 

and opposition groups.  this 

continues, in spite of a widely 

publicized demobilization program. 

Democratic Republic of Congo has 

one of the highest rates of child 

soldiers. 

Islamist rebels recruit child soldiers 

from Mali schools. 

In Burundi, children aged 10-16 

were conscripted by the military 

In Somalia, over 

200,000 children 

have been 

recruited by the 

country’s militias 

against their will. 

In Uganda, the Lords Resistance 

Army has abducted over 30,000 

boys and girls as soldiers.  Girls 

are often forced to be sex slaves, 

and both genders are used as 

human shields. 

How do child soldiers get recruited? 

➢ Some are abducted from their homes and forced to become soldiers 

(a tactic notoriously used by the Lords Resistance Army in eastern Africa.) 

➢ A village may be forced to provide a certain number of children as soldiers in 

exchange for staying safe from attack. 

➢ Some children are volunteered by their parents due to extreme poverty and 

hunger at home. 

➢ In some rare cases children volunteer to join the fight because of ideological 

reasons or to avenge the death of their family. 

 

Terrorist group Hezbollah trains 

children for military service 

The Child Soldiers Prevention Act of 2008 (CPSA) is meant to bar the United States from providing military assistance to countries who 

have “governmental armed forces or government- supported armed groups, including paramilitaries, militias, or civil defense forces, that 

recruit and use child soldiers.” 

A national security interest waiver was built into the law, however, giving the President the authority to override the law should he deem it 

necessary to do so. That’s precisely what the Obama Administration did in October 2013, issuing blanket waivers to three countries known to 

use child soldiers: Yemen, Chad, and South Sudan. Somalia and the Democratic Republic of the Congo received partial waivers as well 

This year, the State Department issued a list of ten countries that had been found to be using child soldiers: Burma (Myanmar), the Central 

African Republic, Chad, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Rwanda, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen. Of those, seven 

were due to receive military aid from the United States, an action which the CPSA barred. 

In Chad child soldier use by armed 

forces and non-state armed groups 

has been extensive. From 2006, large 

numbers of children were recruited 

into the Chadian army to fight 

against armed opposition groups. The 

latter also recruited girls and boys 

extensively and used them to fight in 

hostilities. In addition, during the 

Chad-Sudan proxy war (2005-2010), 

the Chadian government supported 

Sudanese armed groups recruiting 

children on its territory. 

Up to 80,000 children 

are involved in the 

Naxalite insurgency.   

Countering this, India 

uses children as spies 

and messengers. 

http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/135981.pdf
http://thinkprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/2013cspa.pd_.rel_.pdf
http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/2013/210544.htm


 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is estimated that 17,000 are 

trafficked into the US annually.  

Women and girls from China, 

Russia, Thailand and Mexico 

make up the bulk of the victims 

arriving on US shores.   

Few US residents leave the 

country in trafficking schemes, 

but those who do go to Canada 

and Japan. 

Florida is notorious as a center 

of sexual slavery, while New 

York, northern Florida, Georgia 

and South Carolina are where 

forced labor is known to occur, 

usually with male victims.  

Russian organized crime has a 

hand in trafficking victims in 

Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Nigeria is a major 

source of trafficked 

peoples.   Trafficking 

victims are primarily 

women and children 

who are pressed 

equally into forced 

labor and sexual 

exploitation. 

Most are sent to 

European countries   

In Europe, organized crime syndicates 

compete to meet the demand of customers 

with their supply of coerced women and girls. 

The Russian mafia controls the illegal 

prostitution rungs throughout the Czech 

Republic (after having wrestled control from 

the Albanian mafia, which itself controls over 

70% of the illegal trade in London) 

 

In Romania, victims are primarily women 

and girls for sexual exploitation.  It is a 

country of origin and transit.   

The country also serves as a transit point 

from Russia, Moldova and Ukraine. 

The Japanese 

Yakuza brings 

women and girls 

from Russia and 

Eastern Europe for 

prostitution. People 

trafficked out of 

Japan is rare. 

Thailand and 

Southeast Asia is 

known for its sex 

industry involving 

underage girls, due 

to local cultural 

traditions, which 

believe that sex 

with a virgin 

would cure 

physical ailments. 

Residents of China are transported 

around the globe, particularly to 

the US, Thailand and the United 

Kingdom.  Many of the victims 

are used for forced labor. 

Contemporary slavery takes on many 

forms, and falls into one of the following 

broad categories: 

➢ Sexual slavery (not for profit) 

➢ Forced prostitution (for profit) 

➢ Forced labor 

➢ Chattel/possession slavery 

➢ Child soldiers 

The common thread linking all is the loss 

of autonomy, dehumanization, fear and 

inability to escape. 

 

Trafficking is the fastest growing criminal 

industry in the world, and is second only 

to drug running as the most profitable 

illegal industry in the world. 

In Egypt, youth (ages 

5-7) are kidnapped 

from India and 

Bangladesh, 

smuggled into Egypt 

and forced to race 

camels. When they 

grow two big heavy, 

they are discarded 

onto the streets. 

In Saudi Arabia and 

India, forced marriages 

involving children 

occur. 

Forced 

labor in 

Brazil, 

mostly 

in sugar 

cane 

fields 

Colombia 

and Brazil 

are major 

sources of 

trafficked 

peoples 

Israel is a destination 

country for those 

trafficked into forced labor 

and sexual exploitation 

Pakistani children are forced to 

weave carpets.  Indentured 

servitude is also prevalent. 

In Mauritania, 

Arab-Berbers 

buy and sell 

black Africans 

as inheritable 

property 

Nearly 170,000 people 

were believed to have 

been trafficked in the 

Balkan’s region in 2001 

The United Nations organization, and its signatory nation-states, in the Protocol to Prevent, 

Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, define trafficking as: 

“... the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of person, by means of 

threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the 

abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or 

benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the 

purpose of exploitation.” 

Within the same treaty, sex trafficking is defined as: 

“... the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision or obtaining of a person for the 

purpose of a commercial sex act: means of any sex action account of which anything of 

value is given or received by any person.  The Covenant of the International Criminal Court 

(the Rome Statute) regards trafficking in the context of an armed conflict as a war crime 

and a crime against humanity.” 

Across Africa, there are 

about 200,000 youth 

drugged and manipulated 

into becoming child 

soldiers.  They are 

concentrated in Somalia, 

Uganda, Congo, 

Mozambique, Liberia and 

Sierra Leone. 

S t a t i s t i c s 

The International Organization for Migration estimates that upward of 500,000 women 

are displaced globally and trafficked into prostitution each year.   

The US State Department says that up to 800,000 people (both genders) are trafficked 

annually.   

Free The Slaves (a Washington DC-based nonprofit) estimates that there are more slaves 

in the world today – more than 27 million – that there was at the height of the 

Transatlantic slave trade. 

The United Nations estimated in 2008 that nearly 2.5 million people (representing 127 

different nationalities) are being trafficked through 137 countries. 

 

 

 

Australia is a destination country 

of victims trafficked from China, 

East Asia, Southeast Asia, 

Eastern Europe and South Korea. 

Vietnamese and Chinese mafias are increasing 

operations in brothels in Toronto, Canada; 

They traffic victims from the US west coast 

seaboard. 

 Mexico is a source, transit and destination 

country for men, women and children.  

Evidence suggests that the magnitude of 

forced labor surpasses that of forced 

prostitution. 

Russia before 2000 is known 

to subject men to forced labor 

and debt bondage, and women 

and children into prostitution. 

 Human Trafficking 
   Revised November 2011 by John Cornet 



 

 

 

 

 Organ Harvesting and Trafficking 
   Revised October 2013 by John Cornet 

In Serbia, murders have been 

reported wherein the victim’s heart 

has been surgically removed. 

In May 2013, an 8 year old British girl was 

treated in an Indian hospital for 

dehydration, given a mystery injection 

which immediately killed her, and then her 

body subjected to a medieval post-mortem, 

during which all her major organs were 

removed.  Her body was flown back to 

England, where the removals were 

discovered; only her eyes remained. 

Vulnerable categories of persons 

include: 

 Migrants and migrant workers 

 Homeless persons 

 Illiterate persons 

 Youth in orphanages 

 Economically desperate 

 

Trafficking in organs is a crime that occurs in three broad categories.  

 Firstly, there are cases where traffickers force or deceive the victims into 

giving up an organ.  

 Secondly, there are cases where victims formally or informally agree to sell an 

organ and are cheated because they are not paid for the organ or are paid less 

than the promised price.  

 Thirdly, vulnerable persons are treated for an ailment, which may or may not 

exist and thereupon organs are removed without the victim's knowledge. 

Australia is a 

major source of 

organ demand 

In three villages in Pakistan, 

one member from each of 

the 300 families living there 

has sold a kidney. 

A clinic has been 

closed in 2012 for 

preforming 102 

transplants on 

Israeli, Romanian 

and Brazilian 

citizens, including 

five minors 

Saudi Arabia is a major 

importing country 

In Iran, the 

practice of 

selling ones 

organs is 

legal.  A 

kidney costs 

$1,200 

In October 2013, a girl from Somalia 

was smuggled into Britain with the 

intention of having her organs 

removed and selling them to those 

desperate for a transplant. 

Organ trade was 

banned in The 

Philippines in 2008, 

but persists.  It is a 

popular destination 

for transplant tourists.  

a kidney transplant 

costs $25,000 

In Egypt, five men were arrested in 

2013 for bringing poor street 

children into an apartment and 

giving them $1.48 and a meal while 

syphoning a bag of blood, which was 

then sold on the black market. 

Kosovo is notorious for the 

harvesting and killing hundreds 

of “disappeared” peoples of 

ethnic Serb ethnicity.  Over 

1,900 ‘disappeared” Albanians 

remain unaccounted for. 

Children being adopted out of 

Romanian orphanages are at 

elevated risk for being victims of 

harvesting, or for having drugs 

inserted into their body as a form of 

smuggling. 

In Turkey in 2013, traffickers 

were purchasing livers and 

kidneys for $10,000 and sold 

them for double the amount.  

In China, organs are 

often procured from 

executed prisoners.  

Human Rights Watch 

estimates that 90% 

are from deceased 

prisoners.  

In April 2011, six Israelis were charged with suspicion of running an 

organ trafficking ring, and breaking promises to donors to pay for their 

removed kidneys.  One of those arrested was a retired army general. 

Trafficking in organ trade is an organized crime, involving a host of offenders. 

The recruiter who identifies the vulnerable person, the transporter, the staff of 

the hospital/ clinic and other medical centers, the medical professionals, the 

middlemen and contractors, the buyers, the banks where organs are stored are 

all involved in the racket.   

“Transplant tourism” involves the purchase and sale of organs, and other elements 

relating to the commercialization of organ transplantation.  The international 

movement of potential recipients is often arranged or facilitated by intermediaries 

and health-care providers who arrange the travel and recruit donors. 

 

In 2012, The Guardian Newspaper 

(England) reported that “the 

illegal trade in kidneys has risen 

to such a level that an estimated 

10,000 black market operations 

involving purchased human 

organs now take place annually, 

or more than one an hour, 

according to the World Health 

Organization. 

 

A 17 year old 

Chinese boy sold his 

organ in order to 

purchase an iPad and 

iPhone.  

Evidence suggests Russia has an increasing 

presence on the black market. The number 

of classifieds on the internet grows, 

advertising Russian kidney (for $61,000), 

liver ($34,000), eye comea ($5,000), bone 

marrow ($41,000) and heart ($300,600) 



Map of Submarine Internet Cables, 2017 

 



Map of what would happen if all the Ice Melted 

   
Source:  https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2013/09/rising-seas-ice-melt-new-shoreline-maps/ 
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https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2013/09/rising-seas-ice-melt-new-shoreline-maps/


Authoritarian Regimes  

Supported by the United States (past and present), 2018 

 

 

 

The Green countries are authoritarian regimes which the United States has supported in the past,  

while the Red countries are authoritarian countries the United States supports c.2018 

 

 

 

 

 



Freedom of the Press, 2017 

 
 

 

 

 

 


