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Q u e s t i o n   1 

This question has two parts.  First, answer part A.  

Then, answer part B 

 

Part A 

Select the statement which best identifies the text’s 

most important point. 

A. The American’s did not believe the French 

could satisfy the demands of both Spain and 

America, so they entered into direct 

negotiations with Britain. 

B. The citizens of Britain tired of war, and when 

the King lost power a pro-American parliament 

took charge in London. 

C. The war in the colonies was not the end of 

hostilities, but rather disputes over territory 

such as Gibraltar continued. 

 

Part B 

Choose any correct statements which is the 

outcome or eventual result of the main idea 

identified in Part A 

A. Britain recognized American independence as a 

precondition to negotiations. 

B. Treaty negotiations set the boundaries for the 

new United States. 

C. Britain retained control of Canada 

D. Spain retained control of Florida 

E. American expansion west of the Appalachian 

Mountains is restricted. 

F. British soldiers are removed from America. 

G. Spain secures control of Gibraltar. 

 

 

 

Q u e s t i o n   2 

Contrast the goals of what Spain and France want 

(relative to America) against the agreement reached 

between America and England.  Use at least two 

details from the text in your expression of which 

country (or countries) got what they wanted. 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

 

After Yorktown, the citizens of Britain tired of the war in the American colonies. 

They were also greatly in debt and had suffered immense losses in India, the 

West Indies, Asia, and Africa. In February 1782, the House of Commons voted 

against continuing the war, and the rule of King George III ended. The new 

ministry included old friends of the Americans who were prepared to negotiate a 

peace settlement with America. Three American peace negotiators appointed by 

the Continental Congress gathered at Paris: Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and 

John Jay. The representatives had explicit instructions from the Continental 

Congress to consult with their French allies before finalizing any peace 

negotiations. 

 

Peacemaking was complicated since America and France had pledged only to 

make peace together, and France was allied with Spain but America was not. The 

French were bound to help the Spanish who were still fighting to recover 

Gibraltar from England, and America was bound by its alliance to fight until the 

French made peace. The American peacemakers were concerned that since 

France seemingly could not help Spain win back Gibraltar, France might try to 

bargain off American land west of the Appalachian Mountains instead. This 

option was attractive to the French, because while they wanted to crush Britain’s 

empire by creating an independent United States, they also did not want the new 

country to become too powerful. Spain also wanted to limit American expansion 

beyond the Appalachians because they had plans of their own for the eastern half 

of the Mississippi valley. Americans feared that the land bordering the colonies 

was up for grabs by the ambitious European powers. 

 

John Jay did not feel that the French could satisfy the conflicting needs of both 

America and Spain. In November 1782, Jay and Franklin agreed to separate 

peace talks with the British, which produced a preliminary treaty with Great 

Britain. The Americans insisted on recognition of independence as the 

precondition for any negotiations. The treaty was in line with American hopes 

and objectives. The boundaries for the new nation were set as the Great Lakes to 

the north, the Mississippi River to the West, and roughly the northern boundary 

of Florida to the south. Florida was given back to Spain and Britain retained 

Canada. However, Britain would allow the Americans to fish off of 

Newfoundland and dry their catches on the unsettled beaches of the Canadian 

Atlantic coast. The British agreed to withdraw their troops from America as 

quickly as possible.  The Americans promised the British that their merchants 

should “meet with no legal impediment” in seeking to collect debts. The 

Americans also agreed that the Continental Congress would “earnestly 

recommend” to the states that all property that had been confiscated from 

Loyalists be restored. They also promised to prevent further property confiscation 

and persecution of Loyalists. Britain agreed to these treaty terms because the 

American representatives shrewdly played on existing rivalries among the 

European powers. While many of the terms in the treaty were clear, there were 

others that were vague and set the stage for new problems between Britain and 

America. 

 

Early in 1783, France and Spain gave up on recovering Gibraltar and reached a 

peace agreement with Britain. The final signing of the Peace of Paris treaty 

occurred on September 3, 1783. In November and December that same year the 

last British troops left America. The positive terms of the Peace of Paris left 

America with a priceless heritage of freedom and great amounts of land on which 

to build their new nation. With the land finally secured, Americans now turned 

within to determine what kind of government they should have. The United 

States’ future remained uncertain. 

 



 
 

        A close-up on the new United States…the original colonies (states) 
and the new territory gained form the Treaty. 


