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May 1963    

 The first coordinated Vietnam War protests occur in London and Australia. 

These protests are organized by American pacifists during the annual 

remembrance of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki atomic bombings. 

 In the first major student demonstration against the war hundreds of students 

march through Times Square in New York City, while another 700 march in 

San Francisco. Smaller numbers also protest in Boston, Seattle, and 

Madison, Wisconsin. 
 

1964   Malcolm X starts speaking out against the war in Vietnam, influencing 

the views of his followers. 

 
January 1965   One of the first violent acts of protest was the Edmonton aircraft 

bombing, where 15 of 112 American military aircraft being retrofitted in 

Canada were destroyed by American anti-war resisters. 

 
March 1965   The anti-war organization Students for a Democratic Society 

(SDS) attended the first teach-in, organized by some teachers, against the war at 

the University of Michigan, attended by 2,500 participants. This was to be 

repeated at 35 campuses across the country. 
 

April 1965    

 The SDS and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, a civil rights 
activist group, led the first of several anti-war marches in Washington, D.C., 

with about 25,000 protesters. 

 The first draft card burnings took place at University of California Berkeley 

at student demonstrations in May organized by a new anti-war group, the 
Vietnam Day Committee, where a coffin was marched to the local Draft 

board office, a teach-in was attended by 30,000 and a representation of 

President Lyndon Johnson was burned in effigy. 

 Martin Luther King delivers his ‘Beyond Vietnam’ speech. 
He spoke strongly against the US's role in the war, insisting that America 

was in Vietnam "to occupy it as an American colony” and calling the United 

States government "the greatest purveyor of violence in the world today".    
He also argued that the country needed larger and broader moral changes. 

King also was opposed to the Vietnam War on the grounds that the war took 

money and resources that could have been spent on social welfare services 

like the War on Poverty. The Congress was spending more and more on the 
military and less and less on anti-poverty programs at the same time. 

 

May 1965, a Gallup Poll showed 48% of United States respondents felt the 

government was handling the conflict effectively; 28% felt the situation was 
being handled badly; the rest, no opinion. 

 

June 1965   Protests were held on the steps of the Pentagon 

 
July 1965   President Johnson doubled the number of young men to be drafted 

per month from 17,000 to 35,000, and on August 31, signed a law making it a 

crime to burn a draft card.  Students react angrily.   

 
August 1965    

 Attempts were made by activists at Berkeley to stop trains carrying troops 

from moving. 

 A Gallup poll in late August shows that 24% of Americans view sending 
troops to Vietnam as a mistake versus 60% who do not. 

 

October 1965   The anti-war movement had significantly expanded to become a 

national and even global phenomenon, as anti-war protests drawing 100,000 
were held simultaneously in as many as 80 major cities around the United 

States, as well as London (England), Paris (France) and Rome (Italy). 

 
November 1965   Norman Morrison, a 31-year-old pacifist, poured kerosene on 

himself and set himself on fire below the third-floor window of Secretary of 

Defense Robert McNamara at the Pentagon, emulating the actions of Buddiest 

Thích Quảng Đức from five months earlier. 
 

November 1965   Over 40,000 protesters led by several student activist 

groups surrounded the White House, calling for an end to the war, and 

then marched to the Washington Monument.   
On that same day, President Johnson announced a significant escalation of 

U.S. involvement in Indochina, from 120,000 to 400,000 troops. 

 

February 1966   A group of about 100 veterans attempted to return their 
military awards/decorations to the White House in protest of the war, but 

were turned back. 

 

March 1966   Anti-war demonstrations were again held around the country 
and the world, with 20,000 taking part in New York City. 

 

April 1966   A Gallup poll shows that 59% of Americans believe that 

sending troops to Vietnam was a mistake.   Among the age group of 21-29, 
71% believe it was a mistake compared to only 48% of those over 50. 

 

May 1966   Another large demonstration, with 10,000 picketers calling for 

an end to the war, took place outside the White House and the Washington 
Monument. 

 

June 1966    

 Gallup poll respondents supporting the US handling of the war slipped 

to 41%; 37% express disapproval; the rest, no opinion. 

 Protests, strikes and sit-ins continued at Berkeley and across other 

campuses throughout the year. 

 Three army privates known as the 'Fort Hood Three" refused to deploy 

in Vietnam, calling the war "illegal and immoral", and were sentenced 

to prison terms. 

 
1967   Muhammad Ali declared himself a conscientious objector.  

 

1967   The continued operation of a seemingly unfair draft system then 

calling as many as 40,000 men for induction each month fueled a 
burgeoning draft resistance movement.  On October 16, 1967, draft card 

turn-ins were held across the country, yielding more than 1,000 draft 

cards, later returned to the Justice Department as an act of civil 

disobedience. Resisters expected to be prosecuted immediately, but 
Attorney General Ramsey Clark instead prosecuted a group of ringleaders. 

 

January 1967   20,000-30,000 people staged a "Human Be-In" anti-war 

event in Golden Gate Park in San Francisco, near the Haight-Ashbury 
neighborhood that had become the center of hippie activity. 

 

February 1967    

 Christian groups opposed to the war staged a nationwide "Fast for Peace". 

 The New York Review of Books published ‘The Responsibility of 

Intellectuals’ by Noam Chomsky.  The article is an attack on the 

intellectual culture in the United States which Chomsky argues is 
largely subservient to power.  

 He is particularly critical of social scientists and technocrats who he 

believed were providing a pseudo-scientific justification for the 

crimes of the state in particular those relating to the Vietnam War. 
He notes that those who opposed the war on moral rather than 

technical grounds are "often psychologists, mathematicians, 

chemists, or philosophers...rather than people with Washington 

contacts, who realize that 'had they a new, good idea about Vietnam, 
they would get a prompt and respectful hearing' in Washington." 

 

March 1967    

 A three page anti-war ad appeared in The New York Times bearing the 
signatures of 6,766 teachers and professors.   

 A march on the Pentagon to protest involvement in Vietnam 

 Martin Luther King led a march of 5,000 in Chicago. 
 

April 1967   400,000 people marched from Central Park to the United 

Nations building in New York City to protest the war, where they were 

addressed by critics of the war such as Benjamin Spock, Martin Luther 
King Jr, and Jan Barry Crumb, a veteran of the conflict.  

On the same date 100,000 marched in San Francisco. 

 

As the war progresses, more people cite conscientious objector status. 
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April 1967   Abbie Hoffman led a small group of protesters against both the war 

and capitalism; they interrupt the New York Stock Exchange, causing chaos by 

throwing fistfuls of both real and fake dollars down from the gallery. 
 

May 1967   British philosopher Bertrand Russell presided over the "Russell 

Tribunal" in Stockholm, a mock war crimes tribunal, which ruled that the U.S. 

and its allies had committed war crimes in Vietnam. The proceedings were 
criticized as being a "show trial". 

 

June 1967   The group ‘Vietnam Veterans Against the War’ is created. 

 
July 1967   Gallup poll reported 52% of Americans disapproved of Johnson's 

handling of the war; 41% thought the US made a mistake in sending troops; 

over 56% thought U.S. was losing the war or at an impasse. 

 
August 1967   U.S. representative Tim Lee Carter (Republican of Kentucky) 

stated before Congress: "Let us now, while we are yet strong, bring our men 

home, every man jack of them. The Vietcong fight fiercely and tenaciously 

because it is their land and we are foreigners intervening in their civil war. If we 
must fight, let us fight in defense of our homeland and our own hemisphere." 

 

October 1967    

 Stop the Draft Week resulted in major clashes at the Oakland, California 
induction center, and saw more than a thousand registrants return their draft 

cards in events across the country.  

 At the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, as many as 100,000 demonstrators 
attended a demonstration and at least 30,000 later marched to the Pentagon 

for another rally and an all night vigil.  Some, including Abbie Hoffman and 

Jerry Rubin, attempted to "exorcise" and "levitate" the building, while others 

engaged in civil disobedience on the steps of the Pentagon, interrupted by 
clashes with soldiers and police.  In all, 647 arrests were made. When a plot 

to airdrop 10,000 flowers on the Pentagon was foiled by undercover agents, 

these flowers ended up being placed in the barrels of military police’s rifles. 

 
February 1968   Gallup poll showed 35% approved of Johnson's handling of the 

war; 50% disapproved; the rest, no opinion.   23% of Americans defined 

themselves as "doves" and 61% "hawks". 

 
Americans regularly hurl insults and accusations at returning service members. 

 

March 1968    

 Anti-war candidate Eugene McCarthy received more votes than expected 
in the New Hampshire Primary, leading to more expressions of opposition 

against the war.   

 Gallup poll reported that 49% of respondents felt involvement in the war 

was an error. 
 

April 1968   National media films the anti-war riot which breaks out in 

Berkeley, California. The aggressive over-reaction by the police in Berkeley is 
shown in throughout the world, sparking reactions. 

 

Democratic National Convention, August 26 to August 29, 1968 

Anti-war protesters marched and demonstrated throughout the city. Tensions 
between police and protesters quickly escalated, resulting in a "police riot". 

Chicago mayor Richard J. Daley brought to bear 23,000 police and National 

Guardsman upon 10,000 protestors. 

Vietnam veterans crash the Convention in protest of the continuation of the war. 
 

August 1968   Poll shows 53% said it was a mistake to send troops to Vietnam. 

 

March 1969   Polls indicate that 19% of Americans want the war to end as soon 
as possible, 26% want South Vietnam to take over responsibility for the war 

from the U.S., 19% favor the current policy; 33% want total military victory. 

 

July 1969   A Gallup poll indicates that 53% of the respondents approve of 
Nixon's handling of the war; 30% disapprove; the balance have no opinion.  

October 1969 

 ‘Moratorium to End the War in Vietnam’ demonstrations. 

Millions took the day off from work and school to participate in 
demonstrations against the war.  These were the first major 

demonstrations against the Nixon administration's handling of the war.   

 58% of Gallup respondents said US entry into the war was a mistake. 

 
November 1969    

 Sam Melville, Jane Alpert, and others bombed several corporate offices 

and military installations (including the Whitehall Army Induction 

Center) in and around New York City in opposition to the war. 

 Crowds of nearly a half million people participated in an anti-war 

demonstration in Washington, D.C.    

A similar demonstration was held in San Francisco. 
 

December 1969   Propaganda!  The ‘And Babies’ anti-war poster is 

published, "easily the most successful poster to vent the outrage that so 

many felt about the conflict in Southeast Asia."  It showed massacred 
Vietnamese bodies, with the words “And babies” on it. 

 

May 1970    

 Kent State/Cambodia Incursion Protest, Washington, D.C. 
A week after the Kent State shootings, 100,000 anti-war demonstrators 

converged on Washington, D.C. to protest the shooting of the students 

in Ohio and the Nixon administration's incursion into Cambodia. Even 

though the demonstration was quickly put together, protesters were still 
able to bring out thousands to march in the capital.  It was an almost 

spontaneous response to the murderous events of the previous week.  

Police ringed the White House with buses to block the demonstrators 

from getting too close to the executive mansion. Early in the morning 
before the march, Nixon met briefly with protesters at the Lincoln 

Memorial but nothing was resolved and the protest went on as planned. 

 News of the My Lai Massacre fuel outrage in the anti-war movement. 

 National Student Strike.   More than 450 university, college and high 

school campuses across the country were shut by student strikes and 

both violent and non-violent protests that involved more than four 

million students, in the only nationwide student strike in US history. 

 56% of the public believed that sending troops to Vietnam was a 

mistake, 61% of those over 50 expressed that belief compared to 49% 

of those between the ages of 21–29. 

 
June 1970   President Nixon established the President's Commission on 

Campus Unrest. The commission was directed to study the dissent, 

disorder, and violence breaking out on college and university campuses. 

 
August 1970, near 3:40 a.m., a van filled with ammonium nitrate and fuel 

oil mixture was detonated on the University of Wisconsin-Madison in the 

Sterling Hall bombing.  It was committed by four young people as a 

protest against the University's research connections with the US military 
during the Vietnam War. 

 

‘Vortex I: A Biodegradable Festival of Life’ 1970 
To avert potential violence arising from planned anti-war protests, a 

government-sponsored rock festival was held near Portland, Oregon from 

August 28 to September 3, attracting 100,000 participants.  

The festival, arranged by the People's Army Jamboree (an ad hoc group) 
and Oregon governor Tom McCall, was set up when the FBI told the 

governor that President Nixon's planned appearance at an American 

Legion convention in Portland could lead to violence worse than that seen 

at 1968 Democratic National Convention in Chicago. 
 

August 1970   The Chicano Moratorium.   

30,000 Mexican-Americans participated in largest anti-war demonstration 

in Los Angeles. Police attacked the crowd with billy-clubs and tear gas.  

Chicano Journalist Ruben Salazar (who had reported on police brutality 

and civil rights) and Gustav Montag (a Sephardic Jew) are among those 

killed.  No one is prosecuted for their murders. 

 
June 1971   Release of the Pentagon Papers reveals the United States 

government had been misleading the American peoples about the purpose, 

conduct and handling of the war.  The revelations widen the credibility gap 

between the US government and the people. 



Name: _____________________________ 

Period: _____   Date: _________________ 

 

Brainstorm review – anti-Vietnam War Sentiment 

 

 

1. What is the significance of what happened at Edmonton? 

 

2. What did people do during the Moratorium to End the War in Vietnam demonstrations? 

 

3. What (month, year) was Stop The Draft Week? 

 

4. To what does The Chicano Moratorium refer?  (please be specific) 

 

5. What and when was the only nationwide strike in United States history? 

 

6. What did Sam Melville and Jane Alpert do? 

 

7. What did Berkeley citizens to in August 1965? (think about trains…) 

 

8. What is an example of propaganda from this era? 

 

9. What fueled the draft-resistance movement? 

 

10. Why did four people detonate a bomb at the University or Wisconsin at Madison? 

 

11. What happened at Kent State University (please be specific) 

 

12. What was the thesis of Noam Chomsky’s book?  (please offer specifics as to his message) 

 

13. What did Muhammad Ali do? 

 

14. What did the Pentagon Papers reveal? 

 

15. Was Eugene McCarthy for or against the war? 

 

16. What was a ’teach-in’? 

 

17. What happened in February 1966? 

 

18. What is the message of Martin Luther King Jr’s ‘Beyond Vietnam’ speech? 

 

19. How did Martin Luther King Jr relate the Vietnam War to affecting poverty in the United States? 

 

20. What did Norman Morrison do? 

 

21. In August 1965, what did the polls say? 

22. In April 1966, what did the polls say? 

23. In June 1966, what did the polls say? 

24. In July 1967, what did the polls say? 

25. In February 1968, what did the polls say? 

26. In March 1968, what did the polls say? 

27. In October 1969, what did the polls say? 

28. In May 1970, what did the polls say? 

 

29. Please list ALL the different methods anti-war activists are utilizing to convey their unhappiness with the way, and then 

offer a brief comment as to whether or not it is affective in your view. 
 

 

 


