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                              How did these two civil rights leaders view the different tactics and goals of the movement? 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. described the student 

sit-ins as an ‘‘electrifying movement of Negro 

students [that] shattered the placid surface of 

campuses and communities across the South,’’ 

and he expressed pride in the new activism for 

being ‘‘initiated, fed and sustained by students’’ 

“Once you change your philosophy, you change 

your thought pattern.  Once you change your 

thought pattern, you change your – your 

attitude.  Once you change your attitude, it 

changes your behavior pattern and then you go 

into some action.  As long as you gotta sit-down 

philosophy, you’ll have a sit-down thought 

pattern, and as long as you think that old sit-

down thought you’ll be in some kind of sit-

down action.”        1964 

 

He ridiculed sit-ins.  “Anybody can sit.  An old 

women can sit.  A coward can sit…it takes a 

man to stand.” 

On Sit-in’s 

On Singing as a form 

of passive-aggressive 

communication 

“The freedom songs are playing a strong and 

vital role in our struggle. They give the people 

new courage and a sense of unity. I think they 

keep alive a faith, a radiant hope, in the future, 

particularly in our most trying hours’’   

 

Dr. King referred to the songs as “the soul of the 

movement.” 

“This is part of what’s wrong with you – you do 

too much singing.  Today it’s time to stop 

singing and start swinging.  You can’t sing up 

on freedom, but you can swing up on some 

freedom.”        1964 

On one another “I met Malcolm X once in Washington, but 

circumstances didn't enable me to talk with him 

for more than a minute. He is very articulate ... 

but I totally disagree with many of his political 

and philosophical views — at least insofar as I 

understand where he now stands. I don't want to 

seem to sound self-righteous, or absolutist, or 

that I think I have the only truth, the only way. 

Maybe he does have some of the answer. I don't 

know how he feels now, but I know that I have 

often wished that he would talk less of violence, 

because violence is not going to solve our 

problem. And in his litany of articulating the 

despair of the Negro without offering any 

positive, creative alternative, I feel that Malcolm 

has done himself and our people a great 

disservice. Fiery, demagogic oratory in the 

black ghettos, urging Negroes to arm 

themselves and prepare to engage in violence, as 

he has done, can reap nothing but grief.” 

 

To Malcolm X’s widow, Dr. King wrote: 

“While we did not always see eye to eye on 

methods to solve the race problem, I always had 

a deep affection for Malcolm and felt that he 

had the great ability to put his finger on the 

existence and root of the problem” 

Although Malcolm rejected King’s message of 

nonviolence, he respected King as a “fellow-

leader of our people,” sending King articles on 

the Nation of Islam early as 1957 and inviting 

him to participate in mass meetings throughout 

the early 1960s. While Malcolm was 

particularly interested that King hear Elijah 

Muhammad’s message, he also sought to create 

an open forum for black leaders to explore 

solutions to the “race problem”. King never 

accepted Malcolm’s invitations, however, 

leaving communication with him to his 

secretary.  Despite his repeated overtures to 

King, Malcolm did not refrain from criticizing 

him publicly. “The only revolution based on 

loving your enemy,” Malcolm told an audience 

in 1963, “is the Negro revolution . . . That’s no 

revolution”  

 

Since the Montgomery bus boycott of 1955-

1956, Malcolm X had criticized Martin Luther 

King Jr as a “traitor to the Negro people,” 

disparaging his nonviolence as “this little 

passive resistance or wait-until-you-change-

your mind-and-then-let-me-up philosophy,” and 

he did not hesitate to ridicule a national 

movement build on sit-ins and Freedom Rides. 

http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Malcolm_X


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Democrats and 

Republicans 

 

On pursuing legal 

resolutions 

“Actually, the Negro has been betrayed by both 

the Republican and the Democratic party. The 

Democrats have betrayed him by capitulating to 

the whims and caprices of the Southern 

Dixiecrats. The Republicans have betrayed him 

by capitulating to the blatant hypocrisy of 

reactionary right wing northern Republicans. 

And this coalition of southern Dixiecrats and 

right wing reactionary northern Republicans 

defeats every bill and every move towards 

liberal legislation in the area of civil rights.” 

“If it did not take senators and congressmen and 

presidential proclamations to give freedom to 

the white man, it is not necessary for legislation 

or proclamation or Supreme Court decisions to 

give freedom to the Black man.  You let that 

white man know, if this is a country of freedom, 

let it be a country of freedom; and if its not a 

country of freedom, change it.”     1964 

 

“Being here in America doesn't make you an 

American. Being born here in America doesn't 

make you an American. Why, if birth made you 

American, you wouldn't need any legislation; 

you wouldn't need any amendments to the 

Constitution; you wouldn't be faced with civil-

rights filibustering in Washington, D.C., right 

now.”        1964 

The patience necessary 

to witness civil rights 

cultural change 

“I do not want to give the impression that 

nonviolence will work miracles overnight. When 

the underprivileged demand freedom, the 

privileged first react with bitterness and 

resistance. Even when the demands are couched in 

nonviolent terms, the initial response is the same. 

So the nonviolent approach does not immediately 

change the heart of the oppressor. It first does 

something to the hearts and souls of those 

committed to it. It gives them new self-respect; it 

calls up resources of strength and courage that 

they did not know they had. Finally, it reaches the 

opponent and so stirs his conscience that 

reconciliation becomes a reality.” 

 

"It is the strangely irrational notion that there is 

something in the very flow of time that will 

inevitably cure all ills. Actually time is neutral. 

It can be used either destructively or 

constructively. We must come to see that human 

progress never rolls in on wheels of 

inevitability. It comes through the tireless 

efforts and persistent work of men willing to be 

co-workers with God, and without this hard 

work time itself becomes an ally of the forces of 

social stagnation." 

“We want freedom now, but we're not going to 

get it saying 'We Shall Overcome.' We've got to 

fight to overcome" 

On nationality “We are here in a general sense because first 

and foremost we are American citizens, and we 

are determined to apply our citizenship to the 

fullness of its meaning.  We are here also 

because of our love for democracy, because of 

our deep-seated belief that democracy 

transformed from thin paper to thick action is 

the greatest form of government on earth.   “ 

5 December 1955 

“We are African, and we happened to be in 

America. We are not American. We are people 

who formerly were Africans who were 

kidnapped and brought to America. Our 

forefathers weren't the Pilgrims, we didn't land 

on Plymouth Rock, the rock was landed on us. 

We were brought here against our will. We were 

not brought here to be made citizens. We were 

not brought here to enjoy the constitutional gifts 

that they speak so beautifully about today.”      

1965  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On racial separation 

v. integration 

“Integration, cooperation and respect.” 

 

"The ultimate aim of SCLC is to foster and 

create the ‘beloved community’ in America 

where brotherhood is a reality. . . . SCLC works 

for integration. Our ultimate goal is genuine 

intergroup and interpersonal living –

integration."        1957 

“…to bring about the complete independence of 

people of African descent here in the Western 

Hemisphere, and first here in the United States, 

and bring about the freedom of these people by 

any means necessary. That's our motto. We 

want freedom by any means necessary. We want 

justice by any means necessary. We want 

equality by any means necessary.”     1964 

 

“I believe in recognizing every human being as 

a human being, neither white, black, brown nor 

red. When you are dealing with humanity as one 

family, there's no question of integration or 

intermarriage. It's just one human being 

marrying another human being, or one human 

being living around and with another human 

being.”       19 January 1965 

 

“I am not a racist. I am against every form of 

racism and segregation, every form of 

discrimination. I believe in human beings, and 

that all human beings should be respected as 

such, regardless of their color.”     January 1965 

On assistance of 

other races in gaining 

freedom 

“I must make two honest confessions to you, my 

Christian and Jewish brothers. First, I must 

confess that over the past few years I have been 

gravely disappointed with the white moderate. I 

have almost reached the regrettable conclusion 

that the Negro's great stumbling block in his stride 

toward freedom is not the White Citizen's 

Counciler or the Ku Klux Klanner, but the white 

moderate, who is more devoted to "order" than to 

justice; who prefers a negative peace which is the 

absence of tension to a positive peace which is the 

presence of justice; who constantly says: "I agree 

with you in the goal you seek, but I cannot agree 

with your methods of direct action"; who 

paternalistically believes he can set the timetable 

for another man's freedom; who lives by a 

mythical concept of time and who constantly 

advises the Negro to wait for a "more convenient 

season." Shallow understanding from people of 

good will is more frustrating than absolute 

misunderstanding from people of ill will. 

Lukewarm acceptance is much more bewildering 

than outright rejection.” 

“Anytime you beg another man to set you free, 

you will never be free. Freedom is something 

that you have to do for yourself.”     1963 

 

“You’re living at a time of extremism, a time of 

revolution, a time when there’s got to be a 

change. People in power have misused it, and 

now there has to be a change and a better world 

has to be built and the only way it’s going to be 

built is with extreme methods. And I for one 

will join in with anyone, I don’t care what color 

you are, as long as you want to change this 

miserable condition that exists on this earth." 

3 December    1964 

 

“Whites can help us, but they can't join us. 

There can be no black/white unity, until there is 

first some black unity.“       1965 

On boycotts [On the Montgomery Bus Boycott]    “We came 

to see that, in the long run, it is more honorable 

to walk in dignity than ride in humiliation.   

Often our movement has been referred to as a 

boycott movement. The word boycott, however, 

does not adequately describe the true spirit of our 

movement. The word boycott is suggestive of 

merely an economic squeeze devoid of any 

positive value. We have never allowed ourselves 

to get bogged in the negative; we have always 

sought to accentuate the positive. Our aim has 

never been to put the bus company out of 

business, but rather to put justice in business.” 

 
 

“The economic philosophy of black nationalism 

only means that our people need to be re-

educated into the importance of controlling the 

economy of the community in which we live, 

which means that we won't have to constantly 

be involved in picketing and boycotting other 

people in other communities in order to get 

jobs.”  

 

“You can’t have capitalism without racism.” 

http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/resources/article/annotated_letter_from_birmingham/#wcc
http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/resources/article/annotated_letter_from_birmingham/#wcc


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the integration of 

the University of 

Mississippi 

Dr. King viewed James Meredith’s as a hero. “What was accomplished? It took 15,000 troops 

to put James Meredith in the University of 

Mississippi. Those troops and $3,000,000 – 

that’s what was spent – to get one Negro in. 

That $3,000,000 could have been used much 

more wisely by the Federal Government to 

elevate the living standards of all the Negroes in 

Mississippi.”        May 1963 

Imprisonment as a 

tactical strategy 

“I submit that an individual who breaks a law 

that conscience tells him is unjust, and is willing 

to accept the penalty of imprisonment in order 

to arouse the conscience of the community over 

its injustice, is in reality expressing the highest 

respect for the law.”       April 1963 

 

“Ordinarily, a person leaving a courtroom with a 

conviction behind him would wear a somber 

face. But I left with a smile. I knew that I was a 

convicted criminal, but I was proud of my 

crime.”        1956 

Malcolm X viewed activists willingness to enter 

prison as surrender and traitorous. 

On freedom summer, 

freedom schools and 

voter registration 

drives in Mississippi 

Dr. King supported the voter registration efforts 

of Freedom Summer, but did not participate 

because his presence may have inflamed 

resistance.   

During a time when he has had been silenced (a 

form of discipline) by the Nation of Islam, 

Malcolm X privately questioned the wisdom of 

the Freedom Summer initiative. 

 

“I am not condoning nor criticizing the march, 

but it will not solve the problems of the Black 

people.”    1964 

On bystanders “Often I had castigated those who by silence or 

inaction condoned and thereby cooperated with 

the evils of racial injustice. Had I not, again and 

again, said that the silent onlooker must bear the 

responsibility for the brutalities committed by 

the Bull Connors, or by the murderers of the 

innocent children in a Birmingham church? Had 

I not committed myself to the principle that 

looking away from evil is, in effect, a 

condemnation of it? Those who lynch, pull the 

trigger, point the cattle prod, or open the fire 

hoses act in the name of the silent.” 

Prior to 1964, Malcolm X strongly felt the white 

society was against any progress of the African 

Americans.  Similarly, any Black who was not 

prepared to defend themselves were victims of 

the white culture which has indoctrinated them 

into servitude and passivity.   

 

“Since I learned the truth in Mecca, my dearest 

friends have come to include all kinds -- some 

Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Hindus, agnostics, 

and even atheists! I have friends who are called 

capitalists, Socialists, and Communists! Some 

of my friends are moderates, conservatives, 

extremists -- some are even Uncle Toms! My 

friends today are black, brown, red, yellow, and 

white!”        1965 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On responding to 

violence 

“It is axiomatic in social life that frustrations leads 

to two kinds of reactions. One is the development 

of a wholesome social organization to resist with 

effective, firm measures any efforts to impede 

progress. The other is a confused, anger-

motivated drive to strike back violently, to 

retaliate for wrongful suffering. 

The current calls for violence have their roots in 

this latter tendency. Here one must be clear that 

there are three different views on the subject of 

violence. One is the approach of pure 

nonviolence, which cannot readily or easily attract 

large masses, for it requires extraordinary 

discipline and courage. The second is violence 

exercised in self-defense, which all societies, from 

the most primitive to the most cultured and 

civilized, accept as moral and legal. The principle 

of self-defense, even involving weapons and 

bloodshed, has never been condemned, even by 

Gandhi, who sanctioned it for those unable to 

master pure nonviolence. The third is the 

advocacy of violence as a tool of advancement, 

organized as in warfare, deliberately and 

consciously. There are incalculable perils in this 

approach. The greatest danger is that it will fail to 

attract Negroes to a real collective struggle. There 

are meaningful alternatives to violence. In the 

history of the movement for racial advancement, 

many creative forms have been developed—the 

mass boycott, sit-down protests and strikes, sit-

ins, refusal to pay fines and bail for unjust arrests, 

mass marches, mass meetings, prayer pilgrimages, 

etc. There is more power in socially organized 

masses on the march than there is in guns in the 

hands of a few desperate men. Our enemies would 

prefer to deal with a small armed group rather 

than with a huge, unarmed but resolute mass of 

people. However, it is necessary that the mass-

action method be persistent and unyielding. All 

history teaches us that like a turbulent ocean 

beating great cliffs into fragments of rock, the 

determined movement of people incessantly 

demanding their rights always disintegrates the 

old order. Our powerful weapons are the voices, 

the feet, and the bodies of dedicated, united 

people, moving without rest toward a just goal. 

Greater tyrants than Southern segregationists have 

been subdued and defeated by this form of 

struggle. It would be tragic if we spurn it because 

we have failed to perceive its dynamic strength 

and power.”        1963 

 

“And it is true that man throughout history has 

sought to achieve justice through violence. And 

we all know the danger of this method. It seems 

to create many more social problems than it 

solves. And it seems to me that in the struggle 

for justice that this method is ultimately futile. If 

the Negro succumbs to the temptation of using 

violence in his struggle for justice, unborn 

generations will be the recipients of a long and 

desolate life of bitterness, and his chief legacy to 

the future will be an endless reign of 

meaningless chaos.” 

“Concerning non-violence, it is criminal to 

teach a man not to defend himself when he is 

the constant victim of brutal attacks.”     1963 

 

“I'm nonviolent with those who are nonviolent 

with me. But when you drop that violence on 

me, then you've made me go insane, and I'm not 

responsible for what I do. And that's the way 

every Negro should get. Any time you know 

you're within the law, within your legal rights, 

within your moral rights, in accord with justice, 

then die for what you believe in. But don't die 

alone. Let your dying be reciprocal. This is what 

is meant by equality. What's good for the goose 

is good for the gander”                 1964 

 

“Be peaceful, be courteous, obey the law, 

respect everyone; but if someone puts his hand 

on you, send him to the cemetery.”     1964  

 

“This is to warn you that I am no longer held in 

check from fighting white supremacists by 

Elijah Muhammad's separatist Black Muslim 

movement, and that if your present racist 

agitation against our people there in Alabama 

causes physical harm to Reverend King or any 

other black Americans who are only attempting 

to enjoy their rights as free human beings, that 

you and your Ku Klux Klan friends will be met 

with maximum physical retaliation from those 

of us who are not hand-cuffed by the disarming 

philosophy of nonviolence, and who believe in 

asserting our right of self-defense -- by any 

means necessary.”                 24 January 1965 

 

“They call me "a teacher, a fomenter of 

violence." I would say point blank, "That is a 

lie. I'm not for wanton violence, I'm for justice." 

I feel that if white people were attacked by 

Negroes — if the forces of law prove unable, or 

inadequate, or reluctant to protect those whites 

from those Negroes — then those white people 

should protect and defend themselves from 

those Negroes, using arms if necessary. And I 

feel that when the law fails to protect Negroes 

from whites' attacks, then those Negroes should 

use arms if necessary to defend themselves. 

"Malcolm X advocates armed Negroes!" What 

was wrong with that? I'll tell you what's wrong. 

I was a black man talking about physical 

defense against the white man. The white man 

can lynch and burn and bomb and beat Negroes 

— that's all right: "Have patience"..."The 

customs are entrenched"..."Things will get 

better.”        1965  

 

“I want Dr. King to know that I didn't come to 

Selma to make his job difficult. I really did 

come thinking I could make it easier. If the 

white people realize what the alternative is, 

perhaps they will be more willing to hear Dr. 

King.”        1965 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On nonviolent 

methodology 

“You may well ask: ‘Why direct action? Why 

sit-ins, marches and so forth? Isn't negotiation a 

better path?’ You are quite right in calling for 

negotiation. Indeed, this is the very purpose of 

direct action. Nonviolent direct action seeks to 

create such a crisis and foster such a tension that 

a community which has constantly refused to 

negotiate is forced to confront the issue. It seeks 

so to dramatize the issue that it can no longer be 

ignored.” 

 

“The purpose of our direct-action program is to 

create a situation so crisis-packed that it will 

inevitably open the door to negotiation.” 

 

“Violence as a way of achieving racial justice is 

both impractical and immoral. I am not 

unmindful of the fact that violence often brings 

about momentary results. Nations have 

frequently won their independence in battle. But 

in spite of temporary victories, violence never 

brings permanent peace. It solves no social 

problem: it merely creates new and more 

complicated ones. Violence is impractical 

because it is a descending spiral ending in 

destruction for all. It is immoral because it seeks 

to humiliate the opponent rather than win his 

understanding: it seeks to annihilate rather than 

convert. Violence is immoral because it thrives 

on hatred rather than love. It destroys 

community and makes brotherhood impossible. 

It leaves society in monologue rather than 

dialogue. Violence ends up defeating itself. It 

creates bitterness in the survivors and brutality 

in the destroyers.”       1964 

 

It must be emphasized that nonviolent resistance 

is not a method for cowards; it does resist. If 

one uses this method because he is afraid or 

merely because he lacks the instruments of 

violence, he is not truly nonviolent. This is why 

Gandhi often said that if cowardice is the only 

alternative to violence, it is better to fight.  1956 

 

Malcolm X brushed away nonviolent methods.  

“You can’t call it results when someone has 

bitten your babies and your women and your 

children, and you are to sit down and 

compromise with them…and drink some coffee 

with some crackers in a cracker restaurant, 

desegregated lunch counters.  Now what kind of 

advancement is that?” 

 

“In leaving the Nation of Islam for “greater 

political freedom to cooperate in local civil 

rights actions I the South and elsewhere” he 

asserted that the nonviolent movement had run 

its course.  “There can be no revolution without 

bloodshed.” 

 

“It is criminal to teach a man not to defend 

himself when he is the constant victim of brutal 

attacks.” 



Necessary to Protect Ourselves 
Interview with Malcolm X by Les Crane 

 
 

Background – Malcolm X gave the following TV interview in 1964, at time when violence against civil rights workers 

had escalated. Shocking images of protestors being beaten, clubbed, and tear-gassed had become staples of daily news 

coverage. Across the South, white supremacists tried to squelch the growing movement with murder, rifle attacks, 

bombings, and arson, crimes that frequently went unpunished. As attacks increased, many African Americans grew 
impatient with King’s nonviolent tactics, expressing anger that chilled white listeners. 

Events came to a head in 1964 with the Freedom Summer in Mississippi. Thousands of idealistic college students 

joined local civil rights activists in a massive voter registration drive, and violence exploded. Three young civil rights 

workers were murdered by local Klansmen with the help of the police. Despite increased FBI presence in the state, by 
summer’s end 4 workers were dead, 80 had been beaten, and scores of black churches and businesses had been 

torched or bombed. 

 

 

Crane: You’ve been a critic of some of the Negro leadership in this country-- Martin Luther King, Roy Wilkins, 

Abernathy, and others--have you changed in your feelings toward them of late? 

 

Malcolm X: I think all of us should be critics of each other. Whenever you can’t stand criticism you can never 

grow. I don’t think that it serves any purpose for the leader of our people to waste their time fighting each other 

needlessly. I think that we accomplish more when we sit down in private and iron out whatever differences that 

may exist and try and then do something constructive for the benefit of our people. But on the other hand, I 

don’t think that we should be above criticism. I don’t think that anyone should be above criticism. 

 

Crane: Violence or the threat of violence has always surrounded you. Speeches that you’ve made have been 

interpreted as being threats. You have made statements reported in the press about how the Negroes should go 

out and arm themselves, form militias of their own. I read a thing once, a statement I believe you made that 

every Negro should belong to the National Rifle Association. 

 

Malcolm X: No, I said this: That in areas of this country where the government has proven its--either its 

inability or its unwillingness to protect the lives and property of our people, then it’s only fair to expect us to do 

whatever is necessary to protect ourselves. And in situations like Mississippi, places like Mississippi where the 

government actually has proven its inability to protect us and it has been proven that often times the police 

officers and sheriffs themselves are involved in the murder that takes place against our people then I feel, and I 

say that anywhere, that our people should start doing what is necessary to protect ourselves. This doesn’t mean 

that we should buy rifles and go out and initiate attacks indiscriminately against whites. But it does mean that 

we should get whatever is necessary to protect ourselves in a country or in an area where the governmental 

ability to protect us has broken down. 

 

Crane: Therefore you do not agree with Dr. King’s Gandhian philosophy2 

 

Malcolm X: My belief in brotherhood would never restrain me in any way from protecting myself in a society 

from a people whose disrespect for brotherhood makes them feel inclined to put my neck on a tree at the end of 

a rope. [Applause] 

 

Crane: Well, it sounds as though you could be preaching a sort of an anarchy. 

 

Malcolm X: No, no. I respect government and respect law. But does the government and the law respect us? If 

the FBI, which is what people depend upon a national scale to protect the morale and the property and the lives 

of the people, can’t do so when the property and lives of Negroes and whites who try and help Negroes are 

concerned, then I think that it’s only fair to expect elements to do whatever is necessary to protect themselves. 

And this is no departure from normal procedure. Because right here in New York City you have vigilante 

committees4 that have been set up by groups who see where their neighborhood community is endangered and 

the law can’t do anything about it. So-and even their lives aren’t at stake. So--but the fear, Les, seems to come 

into existence only when someone says Negroes should form vigilante committees to protect their lives and their 

property. 

I’m not advocating the breaking of any laws. But I say that our people will never be respected as human beings 

until we react as other normal, intelligent human beings do. And this country came into existence by people who 

were tired of tyranny and oppression and exploitation and the brutality that was being inflicted upon them by 

powers higher than they, and I think that it is only fair to expect us, sooner or later, to do likewise. 



Martin Luther King Jr / Malcolm X 

Speech Comparison 1-B 

 

 

 

Look at the excerpts of two speeches – ‘I Have A Dream’ (by Martin Luther King Jr) and ‘God’s Judgment’ 

(by Malcolm X) – on handout Speech Comparison 1-A, and consider how the words may be used to determine 

the meaning and views of the author. 

 

 

  What they said about…      M a r t i n   L u t h e r   K i n g   J r                   M a l c o l m   X 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the theme or 

tone of the speech? 

Inclusive 

Brings people together 

Unity 

Speaks from the heart 

Passionate 

Divisive 

Controversial               Undercurrent of hate 

What did they say 

about their goal for 

blacks in America? 

“Free” 

“Guaranteed the unalienable rights of life, 

liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” 

“All men are created equal.” 

“Free at last.” 

 

 

 

 

 

He implied/believed that freedom and equal 

rights was owed to black people in America 

“Complete separation” 

“We want no integration” 

“We will take our share and depart, then this 

white country can have peace.  Give us our 

share in gold and silver and let us depart and 

go back to our homeland in peace.” 

“We want no integration with this wicked 

race that enslaved us.  We want complete 

separation from this race of devils.” 

 

He implied/believed that separation of the 

ethnicities was best 

What did they say 

about blacks and 

whites working 

together? 

“All men, black men as well as white men.” 

“All of God’s children, black men and 

white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants 

and Catholics, we will be able to join hands 

and sing . . . free at last.” 

 

He implied/believed that the ethnicities 

should work together toward integration 

“Wicked race that enslaved us.” 

“Complete separation” 

“Race of devils” 

 

 

 

He implied/believed in the separation of 

whites and blacks 

Look for pronouns 

which refer to 

America or groups of 

people in America 

“we” – both blacks and whites 

“our republic” – America and all    

                            Americans: black & white. 

“they” – the forefathers 

 

He implied/believed that he and other black 

people were Americans and should have the 

same rights as other citizens as outlined in 

the Declaration of Independence and in the 

Constitution. 

“her” “his” = white America 

“us” “our” “we” = black America 

“white government” / “white America” 

 

 

He implied/believed that he and other 

blacks were not a part of America because 

America is referred to as a white society. 
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Martin Luther King Jr’s “I Have A Dream” speech                Malcolm X’s “God’s Judgment” speech 

28th August 1963                    4th December 1963 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Five score years ago, a great American, in whose 

symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the 

Emancipation Proclamation…. But one hundred years 

later, the Negro still is not free…When the architects of 

our republic wrote the magnificent words of the 

Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, they 

were signing a … promise that all men, yes, black men 

as well as white men, would be guaranteed the 

unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness. 

 

We must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane 

of dignity and discipline. We must not allow our creative 

protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again and 

again we must rise to the majestic heights of meeting 

physical force with soul force. The marvelous new 

militancy which has engulfed the Negro community must 

not lead us to a distrust of all white people, for many of 

our white brothers have come to realize that their destiny 

is tied up with our destiny. They have come to realize that 

their freedom is inextricably bound to our freedom. We 

cannot walk alone. 

 

As we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall 

always march ahead. We cannot turn back. There are those 

who are asking the devotees of civil rights, "When will 

you be satisfied?" We can never be satisfied as long as the 

Negro is the victim of the unspeakable horrors of police 

brutality. We can never be satisfied, as long as our bodies, 

heavy with the fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodging in the 

motels of the highways and the hotels of the cities. We 

cannot be satisfied as long as the Negro's basic mobility is 

from a smaller ghetto to a larger one. We can never be 

satisfied as long as our children are stripped of their 

selfhood and robbed of their dignity by signs stating "For 

Whites Only". We cannot be satisfied as long as a Negro 

in Mississippi cannot vote and a Negro in New York 

believes he has nothing for which to vote.  No, no, we are 

not satisfied, and we will not be satisfied until justice rolls 

down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream. 

 

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and 

live out the true meaning of its creed: “We hold these 

truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal.” 

 

And when this happens, when we allow freedom to ring, 

when we let it ring…from every state and every city, we 

will be able to speed up that day when all of God's 

children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, 

Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and 

sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, "Free at last!” 

Before God can set up his new world which will be 

established on the principles to truth, peace, and 

brotherhood, God himself must first destroy this evil 

Western world, the white world...a wicked world, ruled 

by a race of devils, that preaches falsehood, practices 

slavery, and thrives on indecency and immorality. 

 

How can America atone for her crimes? The Honorable 

Elijah Muhammad teaches us that a desegregated theater 

or lunch counter won't solve our problems. Better jobs 

won't even solve our problems. An integrated cup of 

coffee isn't sufficient pay for four hundred years of slave 

labor, and a better job in the white man's factory or 

position in his business is, at best, only a temporary 

solution. The only lasting or permanent solution is 

complete separation on land that we can call our own. 

 

Part of what she is worth belongs to us. We will take our 

share and depart, then this white country can have 

peace… We want no integration with this wicked race 

that enslaved us. We want complete separation from this 

race of devils. But we should not be expected to leave 

America and go back to our homeland empty-handed. 

After four hundred years of slave labor, we have some 

back pay coming, a bill owed to us that must be collected. 

 

The crooked politicians in Washington, D.C., purposely 

make a big noise over the proposed civil rights legislation. 

By blowing up the civil rights issue they skillfully add 

false importance to the Negro civil rights "leaders." Once 

the image of these Negro civil rights "leaders" has been 

blown up way beyond its proper proportion, these same 

Negro civil rights "leaders" are then used by white liberals 

to influence and control the Negro voters, all for the 

benefit of the white politicians who pose as liberals, who 

pose as friends of the Negro.  The white conservatives 

aren't friends of the Negro either, but they at least don't try 

to hide it. They are like wolves; they show their teeth in a 

snarl that keeps the Negro always aware of where he 

stands with them. But the white liberals are foxes, who 

also show their teeth to the Negro but pretend that they are 

smiling. The white liberals are more dangerous than the 

conservatives; they lure the Negro, and as the Negro runs 

from the growling wolf, he flees into the open jaws of the 

"smiling" fox.  The job of the Negro civil rights leader is 

to make the Negro forget that the wolf and the fox both 

belong to the (same) family. Both are canines; and no 

matter which one of them the Negro places his trust in, he 

never ends up in the White House, but always in the dog 

house.  

The white liberals control the Negro and the Negro vote by 

controlling the Negro civil rights leaders. 
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Look at the excerpts of two speeches – ‘Our God Is Marching On’ (by Martin Luther King Jr) and ‘Ballot of 

the Bullet’ (by Malcolm X) – on handout Speech Comparison 2-A, and consider how the words may be used to 

determine the meaning and views of the author.  Using them, fill out the below chart. 

 

 

  What they said about…      M a r t i n   L u t h e r   K i n g   J r                   M a l c o l m   X 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the theme or 

tone of the speech? 

  

What did they say 

about their goal for 

blacks in America? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He implied/believed  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He implied/believed  

What did they say 

about blacks and 

whites working 

together? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He implied/believed  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He implied/believed 

Look for pronouns 

which refer to 

America or groups of 

people in America 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He implied/believed  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He implied/believed  
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Martin Luther King Jr’s “Our God is Marching On!” speech   Malcolm X’s “Ballot of the Bullet” speech 

25th March 1965                    3rd April 1964 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Once more the method of nonviolent resistance was 

unsheathed from its scabbard, and once again an entire 

community was mobilized to confront the adversary. 

And again the brutality of a dying order shrieks across 

the land. Yet, Selma, Alabama, became a shining 

moment in the conscience of man. If the worst in 

American life lurked in its dark street, the best of 

American instincts arose passionately from across the 

nation to overcome it." 

 

"The battle is in our hands. And we can answer with 

creative nonviolence the call to higher ground to which 

the new directions of our struggle summons us. The road 

ahead is not altogether a smooth one. There are no broad 

highways that lead us easily and inevitably to quick 

solutions. But we must keep going." 

 

"Our aim must never be to defeat or humiliate the white 

man, but to win his friendship and understanding. We 

must come to see that the end we seek is a society at 

peace with itself, a society that can live with its 

conscience. And that will be a day not of the white man, 

not of the black man. That will be the day of man as 

man." 

 

"I know you are asking today, "How long will it take?" 

Somebody's asking, "How long will prejudice blind the 

visions of men, darken their understanding, and drive 

bright-eyed wisdom from her sacred throne?" 

Somebody's asking, "When will wounded justice, lying 

prostrate on the streets of Selma and Birmingham and 

communities all over the South, be lifted from this dust 

of shame to reign supreme among the children of men?" 

Somebody's asking, "When will the radiant star of hope 

be plunged against the nocturnal bosom of this lonely 

night, plucked from weary souls with chains of fear and 

the manacles of death? How long will justice be 

crucified, and truth bear it?" I come to say to you this 

afternoon, however difficult the moment, however 

frustrating the hour, it will not be long, because "truth 

crushed to earth will rise again." How long? Not long, 

because "no lie can live forever."   How long? Not long, 

because "you shall reap what you sow."  

 

"How long? Not long, because the arc of the moral 

universe is long, but it bends toward justice." 

 

“It's time for us to submerge our differences and realize 

that it is best for us to first see that we have the same 

problem, a common problem — a problem that will 

make you catch hell whether you're a Baptist, or a 

Methodist, or a Muslim, or a nationalist. Whether you're 

educated or illiterate, whether you live on the boulevard 

or in the alley, you're going to catch hell just like I am.” 

 

"I'm not an American. I'm one of the 22 million Black 

people who are the victims of Americanism. One of the 

22 million Black people who are the victims of 

democracy."  

 

“It's time now for you and me to become more 

politically mature and realize what the ballot is for; what 

we're supposed to get when we cast a ballot; and that if 

we don't cast a ballot, it's going to end up in a situation 

where we're going to have to cast a bullet. It's either a 

ballot or a bullet.” 

 

The government "is responsible for the oppression and 

exploitation and degradation of Black people in this 

country. This government has failed the Negro". 

 

"I'm nonviolent with those who are nonviolent with me. 

But when you drop that violence on me, then you've 

made me go insane, and I'm not responsible for what I 

do. And that's the way every Negro should get. Any time 

you know you're within the law, within your legal rights, 

within your moral rights, in accord with justice, then die 

for what you believe in. But don't die alone. Let your 

dying be reciprocal. This is what is meant by equality. 

What's good for the goose is good for the gander." 

 

"You and I, 22 million African-Americans — that's what 

we are — Africans who are in America. You're nothing 

but Africans. Nothing but Africans. In fact, you'd get 

farther calling yourself African instead of Negro. 

Africans don't catch hell. You're the only one catching 

hell. They don't have to pass civil-rights bills for 

Africans.” 

 

"If it doesn't take senators and congressmen and 

presidential proclamations to give freedom to the white 

man, it is not necessary for legislation or proclamation or 

Supreme Court decisions to give freedom to the Black 

man. You let that white man know, if this is a country of 

freedom, let it be a country of freedom; and if it's not a 

country of freedom, change it." 
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      C u e   w o r d s   c h a r t 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question to write on:   

How were the ideas of Martin Luther King Jr and Malcolm X similar and different as 

they worked to achieve a better future for black people in America? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POINT OF VIEW 

DEBATE 

DIFFERING PERSPECTIVES 

Saying / thinking / feeling verbs:  argued, believed, responded, agreed, disagreed,  

     claimed, pointed out, sided 

Signal words:  however, also, furthermore, that, according to 

Mixed verbs:   compared to 

Signal words:  on the other hand, however, although, similarly, as opposed to,  

            not only, yet, besides, while, whereas, another, according to, both. 

COMPARE / CONTRAST 

EXAMPLE of a Contrast Sentence 

While Malcolm X believed strongly that _______________, Martin Luther King Jr opposed this idea.  Martin Luther 

King Jr argued that _______________ .   Also, whereas Martin Luther King Jr advocated for _______________, 

Malcolm X desired _______________ . 
 

EXAMPLE of a Compare statement 

Both men agreed that blacks in America deserved better opportunity; however, they approached achieving quality for 

blacks in American in different ways.  Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr both pointed out _______________.    

Furthermore, both men believed _______________ . 
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