
The Progressive Era is a transformative moment in American history, wherein 
several problematic issues are identified and figures move to fix or improve 

upon that situation.  As such, the era cannot be properly examined without first 

understanding the situation which preceded the legislation 

 
As a reaction to the Gilded age – which celebrated individual liberty and a 

Darwinian “survival of the fittest” mentality – The Progressive Era placed an 

emphasis upon the ideas of equity, placing the community first ahead of 

individual gain, and nourished the idea that the wealthy should pay more 
because they will not be hurt by doing so since they have more disposable 

income than others. 

 

The Progressive Era was a period of social activism and political reform. 

 One main goal of the Progressive movement was purification of 
government, as Progressives tried to eliminate corruption by exposing 

and undercutting political machines and bosses.  

 Many (but not all) Progressives supported prohibition in order to 

destroy the political power of local bosses based in saloons. 

 Prohibition is the idea that all alcohol should be banned. 

 At the same time, women's suffrage (the vote) was promoted to 

bring a "purer" female vote into the arena of politics. 

 A second theme was achieving efficiency in every sector by 

identifying old ways that needed modernizing, and emphasizing 

scientific, medical and engineering solutions. 

 

Beginnings of American Foreign Policy 
 Admiral Alfred Mahan observes that all great military powers had great 

navies.  He viewed the oceans as great highways.  Wrote “The Influence of 

Sea Power Upon History” (1890), which advocates three policies: 

        1. The US has to find foreign markets for American products (and  
            increase exports in response to the surplus within the country).   

2. Build a great naval power 

3. Adopt an expansionist policy, which is accomplished in part by… 

a. Build a canal through panama 
b. Seek out an island in the Pacific for a military refueling station 

c. Locate a military base in the Caribbean. 

 Prior to this, the entire history of the US was in pursuit of a 

policy of non-alignment.  By 1880 the US basely cast a shadow 
upon world affairs; the US had a small military (smaller than 

Bulgaria) and the Navy is ranked the 13th largest.  Debate had 

long been between engaged non-alignment, expansion and 

isolationism. 

 

Manifest Destiny, part II 

 Frederick Jackson Turner (“Significance of the Frontier in American 

History” 1893) links the closing of the western Frontier of the United 
States to the opening of the frontier of the world!   

 This supported those who sought to abandon the non-alignment and 

isolationist history of the nation’s foreign policy in favor of expansion 

 
Consequences of foreign policy shift 

 President McKinley hoped to persuade Spain to grant independence to 

rebellious Cuba without conflict, but when negotiation failed, he led the 

nation in the Spanish–American War of 1898; the U.S. victory was quick 
and decisive. As part of the peace settlement Spain turned over to the 

United States its main overseas colonies of Puerto Rico, Guam, and the 

Philippines; Cuba was promised independence but at that time remained 

under the control of the US Army. The United States annexed the 
independent Republic of Hawaii in 1898 and it became a US territory. 

 

The Gold Standard Act of 1900 established gold as the only standard for 

redeeming paper money. 

 

President McKinley Assassinated, 1901 

 He was shot by Leon Czolgosz, an anarchist.  Czolgosz believed there 

was a great injustice in American society, an inequality which allowed 
the wealthy to enrich themselves by exploiting the poor. He concluded 

that the reason for this was the structure of government itself.  Czolgosz 

viewed McKinley as a symbol of oppression. 

 Czolgosz will be executed by electric chair; the secret service will be 
created to protect future presidents. 

Progressive Era, abt.1894-1912 
 
In 1902, Roosevelt became the first president to be seen riding in an 

automobile.  With a photograph of the moment appearing in newspapers 

throughout the nation, this became a symbol of technological progress. 

 
Anthralite Coal Strike, 1902 

United Mine Workers of America had been on strike in 1897 and 1900, 

for better working conditions and pay. 

 In 1902, the union wanted recognition and a degree of control over 
the industry.  They deliberated over whether a strike would be the 

best way to achieve this. 

 If  strike: tens of millions in the city need coal to heat their homes 

 If owners win: huge money savings, longer unpaid hours for 
workers 

 Workers walk out!  Strike! 

 Strikers on one side v. the combined might of strikebreakers, 

hired detectives, local police, and the Pennsylvania National 
Guard 

 The Union (strikers) are open to negotiating; owners 

refuse 

 President Roosevelt is told by his Attorney General that 
he could not intervene; he wants to, but has few options. 

 Economics of coal revolved around these factors: 

Most of the cost of production was wages for miners 

 If supply fell, the price of coal would increase 
(before oil and electricity cost increases) 

 Profits, pre-1902, were low due to oversupply; so 

owners welcomed a moderately long strike. 

 They had huge stockpiles which grew in value daily. 
 (It was illegal for the owners to conspire to shut down 

production, but not if the miners were on strike).  The 

owners welcomed the strike, but adamantly refused to 

recognize the Union. 
 Roosevelt tries to build support for a mediated 

solution, even enlisting former President 

Cleveland to get involved. 

 Roosevelt considers sending in the army to take 
over the coal fields. 

 He feared the growing public sentiment for the 

strikers would favor socialism. 

 The strike concluded in October 1902, after 163 days 

– a mediation/arbitration through a committee was set 

up by the Secretary of War. 

 Why did they use a mediator?  So the owners can 

claim to not be speaking directly to the strikers. 
 Clarence Darrow represented the strikers 

 Miners got 10% pay raise (they wanted 20%), 

and a nine hour work say (it was ten, and they 

wanted eight). 
 

In 1904, President Roosevelt issued a corollary to the Monroe Doctrine 

 The Monroe Doctrine of 1823 states that efforts by European nations 

to colonize states in North and South America would be viewed as an 
act of aggression. 

 The additional corollary stated that the US will intervene in 

conflicts between European nations and Latin American countries 
to enforce legitimate claims of the European powers, rather than 

having the European press their claims directly.  The idea was to 

not have European nations themselves come to the US hemisphere 

to enforce their claims. 
 This is in response to the Venezuela Crisis of 1902-1903 

 

San Francisco earthquake, 18th April 1906 

 Devastating fires broke out in the city and lasted for several days.  As 
a result of the 7.8-magnitude earthquake and fires, 3,425 people died 

and over 80% of San Francisco was destroyed.  Over 300,000 were left 

homeless (out of a population of 410,000) 

 It is one of the worse natural disasters in US history. 
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Progressive Era, abt.1894-1912 
 
Gentlemen’s Agreement 

In 1907, this informal agreement with Japan meant that the US would ban all 

school segregation of Japanese in US schools and would publically not 

impose any restriction on immigration to America.  In return, the Japanese 
would limit immigration of their citizens to California. 

 The goal was to reduce tensions between the US and Japan, prompted y 

nativist exclusionary measures enacted by San Francisco against 

Japanese residents. 
 The agreement was never ratified by Congress, which in 1924 ended it. 

 

Muckrakers 

People who seek to expose to the public the corruption and scandals when 
occurred in business and government  

 Jacob Riis (“How the Other Half Lives”, 1890) 

 He documented the squalid living conditions in New York City 

slums, and the sweatshops which paid only a few cents a day. 
 Upton Sinclair (“The Jungle” 1906) 

 He traced an immigrant family’s exploitation and the unsanitary 

practices prevalent in the Chicago meat packing industry.  Rotting 

food, workers falling into tanks with animal parts, child exploitation 
 Bowing to public pressure, Roosevelt commissioned the Neill-

Reynolds Report to examine whether the contents of the book was 

true; in spite of the meat packers working three shifts a day for three 

weeks to make more sanitary the conditions, it was still appalling! 
 This contributed to the enactment of the Pure Food and Drug 

Act and the Meat Inspection Act, the first legislation of its kind 

to set minimum standards for food and drug production 

 
Panic of 1907 

A financial crisis where the Stock Market fell nearly 50% from its peak of 

the prior year.  Panic occurred, and many made efforts to remove their 

money from banks and trusts, which put strain on their ability to operate.  
Several collapsed into bankruptcy. 

 It was triggered by the failed attempt in October 1907 to corner the 

market on stock of the United Copper Company. When this bid failed, 

banks that had lent money to the cornering scheme suffered runs that 
later spread to affiliated banks and trusts, leading a week later to the 

downfall of the Knickerbocker Trust Company—New York City's third-

largest trust. The collapse of the Knickerbocker spread fear throughout 

the city's trusts as regional banks withdrew reserves from New York City 

banks. Panic extended across the nation as vast numbers of people 

withdrew deposits from their regional banks 

 The crisis might have been worse were it not for J.P.Morgan, who 

pledges large sums of his own money, and convinced other people 
to wealth to do the same, to calm fears. 

 

President Theodore Roosevelt greatly expanded the powers of the 

government within the economy, often by endorsing new power for 
organized labor to organize and exert leverage against employers 

 

Robber barons  

This is a derogatory term applied to powerful businessmen who exploited 
their workers in an effort to amass wealth. They practices included…  

 Exerting control over natural resources 

 Accruing high levels of government influence 
 Paying extremely low wages 

 Quashing competition by acquiring competitors in order to create 

monopolies and eventually raise prices 

 Schemes to sell stock at inflated prices to unsuspecting investors in a 
manner which would eventually destroy the company for which the 

stock was issued and impoverish the investors. 

 Debate persists as to whether it was all bad: some argue what while 

John Rockefeller did engage in unethical profit-orientated and 
illegal business practices; this should not overshadow his bringing 

order to the industrial chaos of the day. 

 

Progressives strongly supported scientific methods as applied to economics, 
government, industry, finance, medicine, schooling, theology, education, 

and even the family. 

Increasing conflicts within the labor movement emerged. 
 Earlier unions (based on worker’s crafts and skills and trades) 

competed with those orientated toward the new industrialized 

economy (which advocated for more radical economic and social 

reform) 
 

Eugenics movement 

Eugenics is centered on the premise that genetic manipulation could 

reform American society. 
 Many eugenicists hoped to turn the US into an exclusively white and 

Protestant nation 

 In 1904, the Carnegie Foundation established a eugenics research 

center that was dominated by a racist, anti-Semitic and anti-immigrant 
ideology.  Such ideology led to calls from some circles for ethnic 

segregation and the sterilization of “less fit” ethnic groups. 

 Forced sterilization was legal in the us, and was later reaffirmed in 

the 1927 Supreme Court case Buck v.Bell 
 

Bourbon Democrat 

Democrats who represented business interests, generally supporting the goals 

of banking and railroads but opposed to subsidies for them and were 
unwilling to protect them from competition. Bourbon Democrats were 

promoters of a form of laissez-faire capitalism which included opposition to 

the protectionism that the Republicans were then advocating. They opposed 

imperialism and U.S. overseas expansion, fought for the gold standard, and 
opposed bimetallism. Strong supporters of reform movements such as the 

Civil Service Reform and opponents of the corrupt city bosses 

 

Trusts 
A “trust” refers to a large business which can set prices for the market for 

goods, or a secret arrangement between large businesses which price-fix.   

 Prior to the early in the Progressive Era, a sharp rise in economic 

activity was spurred by industrialization and cheap labor. 
 To eliminate competition, companies purchased one another. 

 Between 1897-1904, 4,227 firms merged to form only 257 

corporations 

 The largest nine steel companies join under Andrew Carnegie to 
form US Steel Corporation 

 By 1904, 318 companies controlled about 40% of the nation’s 

manufacturing output. 

 A single firm produced over half the output in 78 industries! 
 In 1898, President McKinley launched the “trust-busting 

era” when he appointed the US Industrial Commission, 

which reported upon the wide extend of the trusts which 

existed in the US. 
 Seizing on the report, President Roosevelt persuades 

Congress to create a Bureau of Corporations, to investigate 

and regulate big business 

 The Bureau challenges and dissolves trust Northern 
Securities Company (a railroad trust) 

 The authority of the US to break up trusts is upheld in 

Northern Securities Co. v. US (1904) 

 During the Roosevelt Administration, over 40 major 
corporations were sued for anti-trust or price fixing 

violations 

 
The Age of Reform (1955) by Richard Hofstadter: 

“The causes for Progressivism were the status revolution in the post-Civil 

War era ("new money" supplanted the "old money" prestige), the alienation 

of professionals, and the introduction of the Mugwump [Republican activists 
who left the Republican party by supporting Cleveland in 1884). The urban 

scene during the Progressive era was examined by Hofstadter who concluded 

that the city provided little support for the movement. The reason was 

because immigrants cared not for reforms, but for democracy in general. 
From this Hofstadter provides evidence from numerous sources of the 

general nativism possessed by Progressives. As a corollary of the growing 

urban scene, aggressive newspaper reporters, named muckrakers, emerged. 

These Progressive journalists multiplied as new styles of magazines 
appeared. The last chapter focused on enemies of Progressives like trusts, 

unions, and political machines. Leaders expressed the need for 

entrepreneurship, individualism, and moral responsibility rather than 

organization.” 
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Name :__________________________ 

Period: ____ Date: ________________ 

 

1-2. What did the gilded Age celebrate?  

A) 

B) 

 

3-5. What did the Progressive Era place an emphasis on? 

A) 

B) 

C) 

 

6. In 1906 there was a major earthquake in San Francisco.  What was the impact (please be specific) 

 

7. Roosevelt was the first president in an automobile.  How is this viewed by others? 

 

8. What is a trust? 

 

9. The Panic of 1907 could have been much worse.  What (or who) prevented it from being worse, and how? 

 

10. To what does the term ‘gentlemen’s agreement’ refer? 

 

11. What were the consequences of the foreign policy shift? 

 

12. What did the corollary to the Monroe Doctrine do? 

 

13. What did Upton Sinclair document? 

 

14-15. What are two themes of the Progressive Era? 

A) 

B) 

 

16. To what does ‘Muckrakers’ refer? 

 

17. What was the gal of many eugenics supporters? 

 

18. Why was President McKinley assassinated? 

 

19. What caused the Panic of 1907? 

 

20-22. Alfred Mahan advocated for three things.  What are they? 

A) 

B) 

C) 

 

23. To what do ‘robber barons’ refer? 

 

24. What is eugenics? 

 

25. What was the conclusion of Frederick Jackson Turner? 

 

26. What did Jacob Riis document? 

 

27. What did Bourbon Democrats believe?  (please be specific) 

 

28. What does author Richard Hofstadter believe about the Progressive Era? 

 

29. Specifically, what was the reason behind why some supported emerging prohibition policies? 



Name: _____________________________ 

Period: _____    Date: _________________ 

Progressive Era – Jacob Riis, excerpts from ‘How The Other Half Lives’ 

 

Please read the following paragraphs.  As you do, do the following: 

 Put a box around every word for which you do not know the definition (or cannot deduce the meaning for the context of the sentence) 

 (To the box at right) Write a précis statement.  This is a 25-word or less summary of the main gist of each paragraph. It is NOT a “in this paragraph…” writing.  

Instead, get to the heart of the message of the paragraph.  In other words, what is the most important information in this paragraph? 

 (Within the paragraphs) Feel free to underline or highlight any important information as you read. 

 (In the last box on the reverse) Answer the question in relation to the two photos.    For all, proper sentence structure, grammar and spelling matter. Write clearly. 

 

“Be a little careful, please! The hall is dark and you might stumble over the children pitching pennies 

back there. Not that it would hurt them; kicks and cuffs are their daily diet. They have little else. Here 

where the hall turns and dives into utter darkness is a step, and another, another. A flight of stairs. 

You can feel your way, if you cannot see it. Close? Yes! What would you have? All the fresh air that 

ever enters these stairs comes from the hall-door that is forever slamming, and from the windows of 

dark bedrooms that in turn receive from the stairs their sole supply of the elements God meant to be 

free, but man deals out with such niggardly hand. That was a woman filling her pail by the hydrant 

you just bumped against. The sinks are in the hallway, that all the tenants may have access--and all be 

poisoned alike by their summer stenches. Hear the pump squeak! It is the lullaby of tenement-house 

babes. In summer, when a thousand thirsty throats pant for a cooling drink in this block, it is worked 

in vain. But the saloon, whose open door you passed in the hall, is always there. The smell of it has 

followed you up. Here is a door. Listen! That short hacking cough, that tiny, helpless wail--what do 

they mean? They mean that the soiled bow of white you saw on the door downstairs will have another 

story to tell – Oh! a sadly familiar story – before the day is at an end. The child is dying with measles. 

With half a chance it might have lived; but it had none. That dark bedroom killed it.”  

  

“The twenty-five cent lodging-house keeps up the pretense of a bedroom, though the head-high 

partition enclosing a space just large enough to hold a cot and a chair and allow the man room to pull 

off his clothes is the shallowest of all pretenses. The fifteen-cent bed stands boldly forth without 

screen in a room full of bunks with sheets as yellow and blankets as foul. At the ten-cent level the 

locker for the sleeper's clothes disappears. There is no longer need of it. The tramp limit is reached, 

and there is nothing to lock up save, on general principles, the lodger. Usually the ten- and seven-cent 

lodgings are different grades of the same abomination. Some sort of an apology for a bed, with 

mattress and blanket, represents the aristocratic purchase of the tramp who, by a lucky stroke of 

beggary, has exchanged the chance of an empty box or ash-barrel for shelter on the quality floor of 

one of these "hotels." A strip of canvas, strung between rough timbers, without covering of any kind, 

does for the couch of the seven-cent lodger who prefers the questionable comfort of a red-hot stove 

close to his elbow to the revelry of the stale-beer dive. It is not the most secure perch in the world. 

Uneasy sleepers roll off at intervals, but they have not far to fall to the next tier of bunks; and the 

commotion that ensues is speedily quieted by the boss and his club. On cold winter nights, when 

every bunk had its tenant, I have stood in such a lodging-room more than once, and listening to the 

snoring of the sleepers like the regular strokes of an engine, and the slow creaking of the beams under 

their restless weight, imagined myself on ship and experienced the very real nausea of sea-sickness. 

The one thing that did not favor the deception was the air; its character could not be mistaken.” 

 

MAIN MESSAGE OF THIS PARAGRAPH? 

MAIN MESSAGE OF THIS PARAGRAPH? 



 

“What if the words ring in your ears as we grope our way up the stairs and down from floor to floor, 

listening to the sounds behind the closed doors--some of quarrelling, some of coarse songs, more of 

profanity. They are true. When the summer heats come with their suffering they have meaning more 

terrible than words can tell. Come over here. Step carefully over this baby--it is a baby, spite of its rags 

and dirt--under these iron bridges called fire-escapes, but loaded down, despite the incessant 

watchfulness of the firemen, with broken household goods, with wash-tubs and barrels, over which no 

man could climb from a fire. This gap between dingy brick-walls is the yard. That strip of smoke-

colored sky up there is the heaven of these people. Do you wonder the name does not attract them to the 

churches? That baby's parents live in the rear tenement here. She is at least as clean as the steps we are 

now climbing. There are plenty of houses with half a hundred such in. The tenement is much like the 

one in front we just left, only fouler, closer, darker--we will not say more cheerless. The word is a 

mockery. A hundred thousand people lived in rear tenements in New York last year. Here is a room 

neater than the rest. The woman, a stout matron with hard lines of care in her face, is at the wash-tub. "I 

try to keep the childer clean," she says, apologetically, but with a hopeless glance around. The spice of 

hot soapsuds is added to the air already tainted with the smell of boiling cabbage, of rags and 

uncleanliness all about. It makes an overpowering compound. It is Thursday, but patched linen is hung 

upon the pulley-line from the window. There is no Monday cleaning in the tenements. It is wash-day all 

the week round, for a change of clothing is scarce among the poor. They are poverty's honest badge, 

these perennial lines of rags hung out to dry, those that are not the washerwoman's professional shingle. 

The true line to be drawn between pauperism and honest poverty is the clothes-line. With it begins the 

effort to be clean that is the first and the best evidence of a desire to be honest.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAIN MESSAGE OF THIS PARAGRAPH? 

IN WHAT WAYS DO THESE PHOTOS 

REFLECT THE WRITINGS OF JCOB RIIS? 



Name: _____________________________ 

Period: _____    Date: _________________ 

Progressive Era – Upton Sinclair, excerpts from ‘The Jungle’ 

 

Please read the following paragraphs.  As you do, do the following: 

 Put a box around every word for which you do not know the definition (or cannot deduce the meaning for the context of the sentence) 

 (To the box at right) Write a précis statement.  This is a 25-word or less summary of the main gist of each paragraph. It is NOT a “in this paragraph…” writing.  

Instead, get to the heart of the message of the paragraph.  In other words, what is the most important information in this paragraph? 

 (Within the paragraphs) Feel free to underline or highlight any important information as you read. 

For all, proper sentence structure, grammar and spelling matter.  Write clearly. 

 

 

Here was a population, low-class and mostly foreign, hanging always on the verge of starvation, and 

dependent for its opportunities of life upon the whim of men every bit as brutal and unscrupulous as 

the old-time slave drivers; under such circumstances immorality was exactly as inevitable, and as 

prevalent, as it was under the system of chattel slavery. Things that were quite unspeakable went on 

there in the packing houses all the time, and were taken for granted by everybody; only they did not 

show, as in the old slavery times, because there was no difference in color between master and slave. 

 

The meat would be shoveled into carts, and the man who did the shoveling would not trouble to lift 

out a rat even when he saw one – there were things that went into the sausage in comparison with 

which a poisoned rat was a tidbit. There was no place for the men to wash their hands before they ate 

their dinner, and so they made a practice of washing them in the water that was to be ladled into the 

sausage. There were the butt-ends of smoked meat, and the scraps of corned beef, and all the odds and 

ends of the waste of the plants, that would be dumped into old barrels in the cellar and left there. 

Under the system of rigid economy which the packers enforced, there were some jobs that it only paid 

to do once in a long time, and among these was the cleaning out of the waste barrels. Every spring 

they did it; and in the barrels would be dirt and rust and old nails and stale water – and cartload after 

cartload of it would be taken up and dumped into the hoppers with fresh meat, and sent out to the 

public’s breakfast. 

 

They put him in a place where the snow could not beat in, where the cold could not eat through his 

bones; they brought him food and drink – why, in the name of heaven, if they must punish him, did 

they not put his family in jail and leave him outside – why could they find no better way to punish 

him than to leave three weak women and six helpless children to starve and freeze? 

 

All day long the blazing midsummer sun beat down upon that square mile of abominations: upon tens 

of thousands of cattle crowded into pens whose wooden floors stank and steamed contagion; upon 

bare, blistering, cinder-strewn railroad tracks, and huge blocks of dingy meat factories, whose 

labyrinthine passages defied a breath of fresh air to penetrate them; and there were not merely rivers 

of hot blood, and carloads of moist flesh, and rendering vats and soap caldrons, glue factories and 

fertilizer tanks, that smelt like the craters of hell—there were also tons of garbage festering in the sun, 

and the greasy laundry of the workers hung out to dry, and dining rooms littered with food and black 

with flies, and toilet rooms that were open sewers. 

 

 

MAIN MESSAGE OF THIS PARAGRAPH? 

 

MAIN MESSAGE OF THIS PARAGRAPH? 

 

MAIN MESSAGE OF THIS PARAGRAPH? 

 

MAIN MESSAGE OF THIS PARAGRAPH? 

 



Name: _____________________________ 

Period: _____    Date: _________________ 

Progressive Era – Teasing out information from Sinclair and Riis 

 
    
 PRIMARY SOURCE 
“The Jungle” 

    by Upton Sinclair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRIMARY SOURCE 
“How The Other  

   Half Lives” 

    by Jacob Riis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS/SUMMARY 
The novel was written 

with the intent to portray 

the lives of immigrants 

while illuminating poor 

working conditions and 

the bad practices and 

corruption in the meat 

packing industry. 

SYNOPSIS/SUMMARY 
This was an attempt to 

document the squalid 

(poor) living condition in 

New York City slums in 

the 1880s and 1890s.  

Riis described a system 

of tenement housing 

which had failed, he 

claims, due to greed and 

neglect from wealthier 

people. 

WHAT INFORMATION DOES THE AUTHOR REVEAL TO SUPPORT HIS SYNOPSIS?  PLEASE BE SPECIFIC.  

WHEN PUBLISHED, THE PHILOSOPHY OF SOCIAL DARWINISM – CONCEPTS LIKE ‘SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST’, ‘BUYER BEWARE’, MINIMAL 

REGULATION – WAS EMBRACED BY MANY AMERICAN ATTITUDES.  HOW MIGHT THE FINDINGS OF THE BOOK CHALLENGE THIS ATTITUDE? 

 

WHAT INFORMATION DOES THE AUTHOR REVEAL TO SUPPORT HIS SYNOPSIS?  PLEASE BE SPECIFIC.  

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE (IMPORTANCE) OF HOW POORER PEOPLE (THAT IS, PEOPLE DEFINITELY NOT IN THE WEALTHY CLASS) LIVE? 

 



Name: _____________________________ 

Period: _____    Date: _________________ 

Progressive Era Essay – Carnegie, Rockefeller, Depew, Hill, Morgan and Gompers 

 

Instructions: please read the quotes by (or excerpts about) the following people.  Then proceed to the writing topic on the next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919, 

industrialist and philanthropist) wrote: 

 

✓ Man does not live by bread alone. I 

have known millionaires starving for 

lack of the nutriment which alone can 

sustain all that is human in man, and I 

know workmen, and many so-called 

poor men, who revel in luxuries 

beyond the power of those 

millionaires to reach. It is the mind 

that makes the body rich. There is no 

class so pitiably wretched as that 

which possesses money and nothing 

else. Money can only be the useful 

drudge of things immeasurably higher 

than itself. Exalted beyond this, as it 

sometimes is, it remains Caliban still 

and still plays the beast. My 

aspirations take a higher flight. Mine 

be it to have contributed to the 

enlightenment and the joys of the 

mind, to the things of the spirit, to all 

that tends to bring into the lives of the 

toilers of Pittsburgh sweetness and 

light. I hold this the noblest possible 

use of wealth. 

 

✓ The "Andrew Carnegie Dictum" 

illustrates Carnegie's generous nature: 

• To spend the first third of one's life 

getting all the education one can. 

• To spend the next third making all 

the money one can. 

• To spend the last third giving it all 

away for worthwhile causes. 

 

John D. Rockefeller (1839-1937, industrialist, 

later philanthropist) quotes: 

 

✓ “Charity is injurious unless it helps the 

recipient to become independent of it.” 

✓ “I think it is a man’s duty to make all the 

money he can, keep all that he can and give 

away all that he can.” 

✓ “The way to make money is to buy when 

blood is running in the streets.” 

✓ “I believe in the supreme worth of the 

individual and his right to life, liberty and the 

pursuit of happiness.” 

✓ The growth of a large business is merely a 

survival of the fittest… The American Beauty 

rose can be produced in the splendor and 

fragrance which bring cheer to its beholder 

only by sacrificing the early buds which grow 

up around it. This is not an evil tendency in 

business. It is merely the working-out of a 

law of nature and a law of God. 

 

Excerpt referencing Chauncey Depew (1834-1928, 

attorney for Vanderbilt’s railroad interests and US Senator) 

and James Hill (1838-1916, railroad executive) 

 

✓ No doubt there were many to applaud the assertion of 

the railroad executive Chauncey Depew that the guests 

at the great dinners and public banquets of New York 

City represented the survival of the fittest of the 

thousands who came there in search of fame, fortune, or 

power, and that it was “superior ability, foresight, and 

adaptability” that brought them successfully through the 

fierce competitions of the metropolis.” James J. Hill, 

another railroad magnate, in an essay defending 

business consolidation, argued that “the fortunes of 

railroad companies are determined by the law of the 

survival of the fittest,” and implied that the absorption 

of smaller by larger roads represents the industrial 

analogy to the victory of the strong. 

 

Samuel Gompers (1850-1924, labor union leader who 

founded the American Federation of Labor) wrote: 

 

✓ The worst crime against working people is a company 

which fails to operate at a profit 

✓ The trade union movement represents the organized 

economic power of the workers. Through the 

development, the organization and the exercise of this 

economic power the workers themselves establish 

higher standards of living and work. Although this 

economic power from the superficial standpoint appears 

indirect, it is in reality the most potent and the most 

direct social insurance the workers can establish. 

J. P. Morgan (1837-1913, financier, banker, art 

collector) said: 

 

✓ Money equals business which equals power, 

all of which come from character and trust 

✓ Well, I don't want a lawyer to tell me what I 

cannot do. I hire him to tell me how to do 

what I want to do. 

✓ If you have to ask how much it costs, you 

can't afford it. 

✓ Of all forms of tyranny the least attractive and 

the most vulgar is the tyranny of mere wealth, 

the tyranny of plutocracy. 



Name: _____________________________ 

Period: _____    Date: _________________ 

Progressive Era Essay – Carnegie, Rockefeller, Depew, Hill, Morgan and Gompers 

 

   Instructions: 1. Please consider the two items in the box to the left – the definition of Social Darwinism, and the quote from The Coming Nation Newspaper. 

2. Please read the quotes by (or excerpts about) the above people from the other sheet of paper.  Then proceed to write a short essay on the  

    following topic: 

Identify the philosophy (the beliefs) of Carnegie, Rockefeller, Depew, Hill, Morgan and Gompers, and explain 

how these six people all differ from one another as it relates to Social Darwinism and the newspaper quote. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Darwinism (definition): 

 

The application of the most popular 

catchwords of Darwinism – 

‘struggle for existence’ and 

‘survival of the fittest’ – when 

applied to the life of people in 

society, suggest that nature would 

provide that the best competitors in 

a competitive situation would win 

and that this process would lead to 

continuing improvement. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Coming Nation Newspaper, 

Tennessee, 1 August 1896  

 

“Are you rich? If yes, how did you 

get rich? Is somebody else poor 

because you are rich? Are you rich 

because somebody else was willing 

to work while you loafed around? 

Did you get rich by taking from the 

man who worked for you four-fifths 

of all he produced? If yes, is that 

sort of thing creditable to you? 

When you started out to get rich 

why didn't you do it by working 

yourself? Couldn't you get rich 

without stealing what another 

produced?” 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name: _____________________________ 

Period: _____    Date: _________________ 

Progressive Era – Trusts/Monopolies, 

 

  Please consider the political cartoon from 1889.   

Please write a paragraph which explains the cartoon in the context of the history.  

Consider, what is the statement the cartoon is making, what might it be warning about, 

and anything else which strikes you.   

Proper spelling, grammar and sentence structure matter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name: _____________________________ 

Period: _____    Date: _________________ 

Progressive Era – Trusts/Monopolies, 

 

Please consider the political cartoon. 

   Please write a paragraph which explains the cartoon in the context of the history. 

Consider, what is the statement the cartoon is making, what might it be warning 

about, and anything else which strikes you.   

Proper spelling, grammar and sentence structure matter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name: _____________________________ 

Period: _____    Date: _________________ 

Progressive Era – Trusts/Monopolies, 

 

Please consider the political cartoon. 

   Please write a paragraph which explains the cartoon in the context of the history. 

Consider, what is the statement the cartoon is making, what might it be warning 

about, and anything else which strikes you.   

Proper spelling, grammar and sentence structure matter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name: _____________________________ 

Period: _____    Date: _________________ 

Progressive Era – Child Labor 

 

Please consider the political cartoon. 

   Please write a paragraph which explains the cartoon in the context of the history. 

Consider, what is the statement the cartoon is making, what might it be warning 

about, and anything else which strikes you.   

Proper spelling, grammar and sentence structure matter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


