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Key war dates: 
1st  September 1939...Germany invades Poland (US not involved) 

7th December 1941…Pearl Harbor attacked; US at war with Japan  

   and Germany within days. 

6th  June 1944……….D-Day assault on Normandy 
 

Prior to American involvement in World War II, President 

Roosevelt strove to prepare the nation militarily for an eventual 

engagement in the conflict, by increasing military spending. 
 

Tax debate 

The big question was how do we fund the war effort? 

In 1940, only 10% of US wage earners paid taxes. 
Federal tax policy was contentious during the war, with FDR 

battling a Republican Congress. 

Everyone agreed on the need for high taxes to pay for the war. 

FDR wants to impose a 100% tax on incomes over $25,000 (failed 
to pass). 

By 1944, nearly every employed person was paying federal 

income tax  

 
Conscious objectors – people who refused to participate in the 

military if drafted, because they did not believe in warfare as a 

means of settling disputes. 

During World War II, al registrants had to fill out ten questions 
which were designed to gauge how authentic their resolutions 

were.   

Those who refused to join the military – about 12,000 draftees – 

could instead join the Civilian Public Service, who preformed 
non-military work of national importance. 

Their work and the 152 camps which housed them were isolated 

from the general population, because the government feared that 

pacifist philosophy would spread and conscientious objectors 
would not be tolerated by neighboring communities. 

 

Price controls were imposed on most products and monitored by 

the government. 
Many wages were also controlled. 

 

The military imposed priorities that largely shaped industrial 

production 
 

Following the American entry into World War II in late-1941, the 

unemployment problem largely ended. 

Stepped-up wartime production created millions of new jobs and 
the draft pulled young men into the military. 

 

The emerging comic book industry put forth stories wherein 

their heroes took on the enemy, and the art and dialogue 
reflected the propaganda of the time. 

The war mobilization changed the relationship of the Congress of 
Industrial Organizations with both employers and the national 

government. 

Nearly all the unions that belonged to the CIO were fully 

supportive of the war effort 
However, the Mine Workers, who had taken an isolationist stand 

in the pre-war years and opposed FDR’s election in 1940, left the 

CIO in 1942. 

The United Auto Workers supported a wartime no-strike pledge 
that aimed to eliminate not only major strikes for new contracts, 

but also the small strikes often called to protest particular 

grievances. 

In return for the no-strike pledge, the government embraces 
arbitration to address wages.  These agreements produced modest 

wage gains, but not enough to keep pace with inflation 

The experience of bargaining on a national basis while restraining 

local unions from striking also tended to accelerate the trend 

toward bureaucracy within larger unions. 

With the influx of women in the workforce, the union strove to 

fight discrimination. 

Most union leaders viewed women as temporary wartime 
replacements for men, and thus considered it important to keep 

their wages high so eventual returning veterans inherit the same 

wages. 

 

The Civil Air Patrol was established, which enrolled civilian 

spotters (trained to recognize enemy aircraft) in air reconnaissance, 

search-and-rescue, and transport.  These were civilians.  They were 

stationed throughout the United States. 
 

All-American Girls Professional Baseball League 

With American’s entry into World War II, several major league 

baseball executives started a new professional league with women 
players in order to maintain baseball in the public eye.  Started 

1943, ends 1954.  The players did not play regulation baseball akin 

to the men’s sport; the sport was a hybrid between softball and 

baseball, the ball circumference was bigger, players had to wear 
short skirts and lipstick and hand long hair, the pitchers mound 

was closer, underhand pitching, etc. 

 

United Service Organizations formed in 1941 to unite six 
organizations to provide morale and recreation services to 

uniformed military personnel. 

 

Some historians argue that by assuming male employment 
roles, women began to gain confidence in themselves and their 

abilities.  This is a controversial position!  A more accepted 

and likely proposition is that women – for whom a prejudiced 

society strove to keep out of those jobs earlier – won respect 
as men realized women could do jobs outside the home. 

 

Successful use of penicillin by 1941 revolutionized medicine. 

 
1940, Congress passes first peacetime draft legislation.   

Renewed by one vote in 1941. 

The nation went from a surplus manpower pool with high 
unemployment in 1940 to a severe manpower shortage by 

1943.  Industry realized the Army urgently needed 

production of essential war materials and foodstuffs more 

than soldiers (large numbers of soldiers will not be needed 
before 1944).  In 1940-1943 the Arm often transferred 

soldiers to civilian status in the Enlisted Reserve Corps in 

order to increase production, which allowed them to be 

recalled to active duty quickly if needed. 
Very contentious issue: the drafting of fathers, which was 

avoided as much as possible. 

The drafting of 8 year olds was desired by the military but 

vetoed by public opinion. 
 

Large scale nationwide population movements, especially 

on the West Coast, as millions of wives followed their 

husbands to military camps. 

 

Large number of African Americans left southern fields and 

headed for northern cities 

 
Commuting by car was limited by fuel rationing.  This lead 

to overcrowding on public transportation. 

 

Women took an active role in supporting America during 

World War II 

Employment – women took on many paid jobs in temporary 

new munitions factories and in old factories which had been 

converted from civilian products (like automobiles) to 
military.  They also filled many traditionally female roles 

(waitresses), as well as breaking into roles traditionally held 

by men (bankers, shoe salesmen).  “Government girls” 

refers to women who took men-vacated jobs in the 
government. 

Symbolism – “Rosie the Riveter” became a symbol of 

women laboring in manufacturing. 

Skills training – in general, when women replaced men they 
came with fewer skills.  Industry retooled its machine jobs 

so that unskilled workers could handle them.  (this was done 

I the 1930s for unemployed men too) 

WASP – ‘Women Airforce Service Pilots’.  A pioneering 
group of civilian female pilots employed to fly military 

aircraft under the direction of the US Army Air Force.  Their 

numbers would eventually number in the thousands, which 

would free up their male counterparts to pilot in combat 
service 

Volunteer – women staffed millions of jobs in community 

service roles, such as USO and Red Cross. 

 
Average salary $1,299.  Teachers salary $1,441 

Minimum wage: .42 cents/hour 

 

GI Bill provided a means by which returning soldiers could 
get money for a college education, a home, or a business. 
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The traditional role of housewife became easier in so much as 

there was more spendable money available, but it was also harder 

because of rationing, shortages, cutbacks in automobiles and bus 

service, migration from farms and towns to munitions centers, and 
the uncertainty of where ones males relatives were if in the 

military. 

 

Role of minorities 
Executive Order 8802 – the Fair Employment Practices 

Committee (FEPC) was a federal executive order in June 1941 

requiring companies with government contracts not to 

discriminate on the basis of race of religion.  This assisted many 
African Americans in obtaining jobs in industry.  Strengthened in 

1943 with Executive Order 9346.  This had a long term impact in 

enforcing non-discrimination in the North, but it did not attempt 

to challenge the segregation of the South, and in the border region 
its’ intervention led to hate strikes by angry white workers. 

 

“Double V Campaign” – the African American community 

embraces this idea, which represented ‘victory over fascism 
abroad and victory over discrimination at home.’   

Large number of African Americans migrated from poor Southern 

farms to munitions centers.  Racial tensions were high in 

overcrowded cities like Chicago (Illinois); Detroit (Michigan) and 
Harlem (New York) experienced race riots in 1943. 

 

Propaganda and culture 

The media cooperated with the federal government in presenting 
the ‘official’ view of the war.    

All movie scripts had to be pre-approved. 

Patriotic World War II posters helped to mobilize the nation and 

advertised war bonds (which were sold to help finance the war).  
Government agencies, businesses and private organizations issued 

an array of poster images linking the military front with the home 

front, calling upon every American to boost production at work 

and at home. 
Posters reflected extreme racial/ethnic caricatures of the enemy, 

sometimes as hopelessly bumbling cartoon characters and 

sometimes as evil, half-human creatures. 

Major efforts at recycling existed, as many everyday commodities 
were vital to the war effort, such as rubber, tin, waste kitchen fats 

(the predominant raw material of explosives and many 

pharmaceuticals), paper, lumber, steel, etc. 

 
The war effort brought about significant changes in the role of 

women in society as a whole. 

By the end of the war, many of the munitions factories closed; 

other women were replaced by returning veterans.  However, 
most women who wanted to continue working did so. 

Rationing  
Tires were the first item to be rationing in January 1942 because 

supplies of natural rubber were interrupted. 

Soon afterward, passenger automobiles, typewriters, sugar, 

gasoline, bicycles, footwear, fuel oil, coffee, stoves, meat, lard/fat, 
shortening and oils, cheese, butter, processed foods, dried fruit, 

canned milk, firewood and coal, and jams were all rationed by 

November 1943 

 
To get classification and a book of rationing stamps, one had to 

appear before a local rationing board.  The ration book was only 

available for a short specific time frame to prevent supply 

hoarding. 
 

American continued to be fascinated with Hollywood and radio 

celebrities.  These celebrities made personal appearances on behalf 

of the war effort to advocate in support of the purchase of war 

bonds.  People were challenged to donate 10% of every paycheck 

toward war bonds, and those factories for whom all employees did 

received a special “Minuteman” flag to fly above the factory. 

 
Hollywood produced films which addressed the war 

They allowed their major stars to enlist in the army (Clark Gable, 

Tyrone Power and Jimmy Stewart did) 

They created propaganda films to remind American moviegoers of 

their heritage. 

Many films focused upon the war (Casablanca) and patriotism 

(Yankee Doodle Dandy) 

Even Disney got involved; aside from having cartoon stories 
devoted to demonizing the Germans, Italians and Japanese, the 

start of every Disney cartoon showed Mickey Mouse, Donald 

Duck or Goofy wearing an Army or Navy cap. 

 
Internment of Japanese Americans 

1942 the War Department orders the depopulation of peoples of 

Japanese ancestry from the West Coast.  They – mostly American 

citizens – were detained at internment centers where their 
constitutional rights were removed.  Initiated by Executive Order 

9066.   In addition to those with Japanese ancestry, thousands of 

Germans and Italians were also interned. 

 
1940 Presidential Election 

The top three Republican candidates, all isolationists, were up-

surged by former Democrat and businessman Wendell Willkie, 

following news of the Nazi Army’s blitz into France in May 1940. 
FDR easily won the election with 54.7% of the popular vote, 38 

states (449 elector votes) to 10 (82 ev).   

The major issues were . FDR’s choice to run for an unprecedented 

third term and isolationism or engagement in the war. 
 

Fort Lawton Riot, 1944 in Seattle       43 US soldiers – all African 

American – were charged with rioting, and three were also 

charges with the lynching death of an Italian prisoner of war. 
Historians and the US government (60 years later!) agreed the 

guilty verdict for all defendants was in error. 

1944 Presidential Election 
FDR win’s the 1944 election over Republican Thomas 

Dewey with 53.4% of the popular vote, taking 36 states 

while losing 12. 

The defeated Republican candidate – Willkie – became a 
roving ambassador for FDR.  Willkie and vice president 

Henry Wallace squabbled frequently, so FDR chose to 

remove Wallace from the 1944 election ticket, selecting 

Harry Truman instead to be his vice presidential running 
mate.  Truman was known for investigating waste, fraud and 

inefficiency in civilian programs. 

 

Zoot Suit Riots, 1943 
A series of riots which erupted in Los Angeles between 

sailors and Marines stationed throughout the city, and Latino 

youth (who favored ‘zoot suits’, hence the events name). 

This was due to an accumulation of rising tensions between 

American servicemen and the Los Angeles Chicano 

community 

 

Detroit race riots, 20th-22nd June 1943 
Tensions between the African American .population and 

white population increase due to a massive influx of 350,000 

people (50,000 of whom black) who came form the south in 

search for work in Detroit’s newly converted defense 

production factories.  The cities police sympathized with the 

white mobs, who felt threatened by the African Americans.  

34 people killed (25 were black); of he 600 wounded, 75% 

were black; of the 1,800 arrested, 85% were black. 
Order restored only when FDR orders federal troops in. 

 

Hartford circus fire, 6th June 1944 

In Hartford, Connecticut, one of the worst fires in US 
history. It occurred 20 minutes into an afternoon 

performance of the Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey 

Circus which was attended by 6,000 people.  Teenage 

arsonist Robert Segee responsible; never tried.    
168 dead, 700+ injured 

 

Mad Gasser of Mattoon 

Still unidentified (!!!)  person or persons who exposed 
numerous victims to noxious fumes from the early-1930s 

(starting in Virginia) through mid-1940s (ending in Illinois).  

Motivation unknown, but theft offered in some cases.  

Numerous theories postulated, instigating fear in society. 
 

Second Bill of Rights, proposed January 1944 

Fearful of an eventual post-war return to economic 

turbulence, this was a proposal by FDR to create an 
economic bill of rights which would guarantee a job with a 

living wage, freedom from unfair competition and 

monopolies, homeownership, medical care, education and 

recreation. 
Never embraced by Congress nor the judges FDR counted on 

to endorse the idea. 



 

 

Name: ______________________________ 

Period: _____    Date: __________________ 

         Questions for ‘US Home Front During World War II’ Inquiry 

 

 
 

1. What were the Zoot Suit Riots? 

 

2. How did the nation change between 1940 to 1943, and why? 

 

3. To what does “conscious objector” refer? 

 

4. How would American pay for the war? 

 

5. What was Rosie the Riveter the symbol of? 

 

6. Identify a few items which were rationed during the way. 

 

7. What was minimum wage per hour in this era? 

 

8. What did Disney do to support the way effort? 

 

9. What did baseball do to keep the sport in the public eye? 

 

10. Why was the employment problem of America ended in 1941?  

 

11. In what ways (or for what reason…) was the traditional role of 

housewife easier? 

 

12. In what ways (or for what reason…) was the traditional role of 

housewife tougher? 

 

13. What were WASPS? 

 

14. What was the long-term impact of EO 8802 and EO 9346? 

 

15. What did EO 9066 do? 

 

16. In the 1940 election, what did the top three Republican candidates 

believe, in terms of whether or not to get involved in Europe’s war? 

 

17. Why was Henry Wallace removed as vice president in the 1944 

election? 

 

18. What is rationing? 

 

19. What was the Civil Air Patrol? 

 

20. To what did the ‘Double V’ campaign refer? 

 

21. In 1940, what percentage of wage earners paid an income tax? 

 

22. How did women win respect in the job market? 

 

23. What did Hollywood do to support the war effort? 

 

24. What was the Fort Lawton Riot? 

 

25. To what does ‘The Second Bill of Rights’ refer? 

 

26. What revolutionized medicine, and when? 

 

27. What did the GI Bill do? 
 

 


