
Inquiry – Benedict Arnold 
 

Hook discussion question:   
What is betrayal? 

 The discussion must touch on themes of loyalty and trust.  Other themes may include ethics and morality. 

 

 

Hook visual:  

     
 

 

Presentation formula 

Previous Unit: The Revolutionary War will be in progress.  Saratoga (1777) should have been covered. 

This Unit: Narrative story to present a skeletal overview of the events.  Then introduce the documents, to 

add “muscle” to the events. 

Next Unit: The Revolutionary War topic will continue and be brought to conclusion. 

 

 

Post-Lesson Discussion prompts 
1. How should we go about weighing the good someone does against the bad?  At what point is one (good/bad) 

not balanced by the other? 

2. After the war, for what reasons might the British trust or not trust Benedict Arnold?   

3. In the years following the war, America tried to get England to hand over Benedict Arnold to American 

authorities.  Should the British give him up?  Why yes/no? 

4. One thing missing from the discussion of betrayal and loyalty is the concept of regret.  How might this relate 

to Arnold, Washington and others, and by what means might it be expressed? 

5. How likely (or not) would it be today for one of America’s top Generals to engage in a similar traitorous act? 

6. To what extent would it matter if it is a General betraying the country or a civilian acting in a traitorous 

manner…should these be viewed in a similar light? 

7. To what extent can a person be trusted again once they have already broken your trust?   

8. Are there unforgivable actions?  If so, what are they, and what makes it unforgivable relative to those which 

are forgivable? 

 

 

 

 

 



DOCUMENT A  From: Benedict Arnold 

To: “Letter to the Inhabitants of America” 

Date/Place: 7 October 1780, New York; Published in London November 11-14, 1780 

Setting/Background: This is an open letter, published in the newspaper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 1 – On a scale of 1-10, how valuable (to us as historians) and/or reliable (in its portrayal of historical events) is  

    this document in informing about the truth or the why of an event? 

         CIRCLE:  1 (why was this written?)  1…..2…..3…..4…..5…..6…..7…..8…..9…..10  (very important/revealing) 

         Why did you circle what you did? 

 

 

Question 2 – Does this document suggest Benedict Arnold has Revolutionary or Loyalist sympathies?  Explain. 

 

 

 

Question 3 – Consider these questions: What was the intent of Benedict Arnold in writing this document?  What do you  

                      think he means by the sections which have been underlined?  What else strikes you as important? 

The great multitude who have long wished for its subversion, this instance of my conduct can 

want no vindication; and as to the class of men who are criminally protracting the war from 

sinister views at the expense of the public interest, I prefer their enmity to their applause.  

When I quitted domestic happiness for the perils of the field, I conceived the rights of my 

country in danger, and that duty and honor called me to her defense. A redress of grievances 

was my only object and aim; however, I acquiesced in a step which I thought precipitate, the 

declaration of independence: to justify this measure, many plausible reasons were urged, 

which could no longer exist, when Great Britain, the open arms of a parent, offered to embrace 

us as children, and grant the wished-for redress.  

You have felt the torture in which we raised arms against a brother.  

I anticipate your question, Was not the war a defensive one, until the French joined in the 

combination? I answer, that I thought so. You will add, Was it not afterwards necessary, till 

the separation of the British empire was complete? By no means; in contending for the welfare 

of my country, I am free to declare my opinion, that this end attained, all strife should have 

ceased.  

I lamented, therefore, the impolicy, tyranny, and injustice, which, with a sovereign contempt of 

the people of America, studiously neglected to take their collective sentiments of the British 

proposals of peace, and to negotiate, under a suspension of arms, for an adjustment of 

differences; I lamented it as a dangerous sacrifice of the great interests of this country to the 

partial views of a proud, ancient, and crafty foe. I had my suspicions of some imperfections in 

our councils, on proposals prior to the Parliamentary Commission of 1778; but having then 

less to do in the Cabinet than the field (I will not pronounce peremptorily, as some may, and 

perhaps justly, that Congress have veiled them from the public eye), I continued to be guided 

in the negligent confidence of a Soldier. But the whole world saw, and all American confessed, 

that the overtures of the second Commission exceeded our wishes and expectations; and if 

there was any suspicion of the national liberality, it arose from its excess.  

Do any believe were at that time really entangled by an alliance with France? Unfortunate 

deception! They have been duped, by a virtuous credulity. 

No authority had been given by the people to conclude it [treaty], nor to this very hour have 

they authorized its ratification. The articles of confederation remain still unsigned.  

With the highest satisfaction I bear testimony to my old fellow soldiers and citizens, that I find 

solid ground to rely upon the clemency of our Sovereign, and abundant conviction that it is the 

generous intention of Great Britain not only to leave the rights and privileges of the colonies 

unimpaired, together with their perpetual exemption from taxation, but to add such further 

benefits as my consist with the common prosperity of the empire. I fought for much less than 

the parent country is as willing to grant to her colonies as they can be to receive or enjoy.  

 

 



Document B  From: Benedict Arnold 

To: George Washington 

Date/Place: 5 May 1779, Philadelphia 

Setting/Background: This is a private correspondence, written in reply to the receipt of letters 

(dated April 26 and April 28) from Washington informing Arnold that the trial has been 

postponed; Arnold had been accused of war profiteering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document C  From: Benedict Arnold 

To: Peggy Shippen 

Date/Place: 8 February 1779, Military Camp at Raritan 

Setting/Background/Significant: On the discovery of Arnold’s treason in 1780, this letter came into 

the public knowledge, after which George Washington at once and with emphasis disclaimed the 

opinions thus attributed to him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 1 – On a scale of 1-10, how valuable (to us as historians) and/or reliable (in its portrayal of historical events) is  

    this document in informing about the truth or the why of an event? 

         CIRCLE:  1 (why was this written?)  1…..2…..3…..4…..5…..6…..7…..8…..9…..10  (very important/revealing) 

         Why did you circle what you did? 

 

 

Question 2 – Does this document suggest Benedict Arnold has Revolutionary or Loyalist sympathies?  Explain. 

 

 

 

Question 3 – What is the tone of these letters, and what grievances does Benedict Arnold present about whom? 

Having made every sacrifice of fortune and blood, and become a cripple in the 

service of my country, I little expected to meet the ungrateful returns I have 

received of my countrymen; but, as Congress have stamped ingratitude as a current 

coin, I must take it. I wish your Excellency, for your long and eminent services, 

may not be paid in the same coin.  

I have nothing left but the little reputation I have gained in the army. Delay, in the 

present case, is worse than death ; and, when it is considered that the President and 

Council have had three months to produce" their evidence, I cannot suppose the 

ordering a Court-Martial to determine the matter immediately, in the least 

precipitating the matter, which, in justice, the President and Council wish to put off 

until the campaign opens, concluding, undoubtedly, that the service will then 

prevent the Court from sitting, the trial postponed until the end of the campaign, 

and their cruel and villainous purposes answered. 

 

 

Never did I so ardently long to see or hear from you as at this instant.  I am all 

impatience and anxiety to know how you do: six days absence, without hearing from 

my dear Peggy, is intolerable.  Heavens!  What must I have suffered, had I continued 

my journey – the loss of happiness for a few dirty acres.  I can almost bless the 

villainous roads, and more villainous men, who oblige me to return; I am heartily tired 

with my journey, and almost so with human nature.  I daily discover so much baseness 

and ingratitude among mankind, that I almost blush at being of the same species, and 

could quit without regret, was it not for some few gentle, generous souls like my dear 

Peggy, who still retain the lively impression of their Maker’s image, and who, with 

smiles of benignity and goodness, make all happy around them.  Let me beg of you 

not to suffer the rude attacks on my to give you one moment’s uneasiness; they can do 

me no injury.  I am treated with the greatest politeness by General Washington, who 

bitterly execrate [criticized] the Council for their Villainous attempts to injury me.   

 



Document D  From: Benedict Arnold 

To: John Andre (a British Lieutenant) 

Date/Place: 12 July 1780 

Setting/Background: A private correspondence which was originally coded in a fashion so 

only the intended recipient could read it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document E  From: Benedict Arnold 

To: John Andre 

Date/Place: 15 July 1780 

Setting/Background: A private correspondence, which was originally coded in a fashion so 

only the intended recipient could read it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 1 – On a scale of 1-10, how valuable (to us as historians) and/or reliable (in its portrayal of historical events) is  

    this document in informing about the truth or the why of an event? 

         CIRCLE:  1 (why was this written?)  1…..2…..3…..4…..5…..6…..7…..8…..9…..10  (very important/revealing) 

         Why did you circle what you did? 

 

 

Question 2 – Does this document suggest Benedict Arnold has Revolutionary or Loyalist sympathies?  Explain. 

 

 

 

Question 3 – Look at the dates and content of these two letter excerpts.  What do they collectively reveal about  

    Benedict Arnold’s intention – helping the British, making money, seeking fame, or something else? 

 

I have accepted the command at WP [West Point].  As a Post in which I can render the most 

essential Services, and which will be in my disposal.  The mass of the People are heartily tired 

of the War, and wish to be on their former footing - They are promised great events from this 

year's exertion.  If - disappointed - you have only to persevere and the contest will soon be at 

an end. The present Struggles are like the pangs of a dying man, violent but of a short duration. 

As Life and fortune are risked by serving His Majesty, it is Necessary that the latter shall be 

secured as well as the emoluments I give up, and a compensation for Services agreed on and a 

Sum advanced for that purpose. 

 

On the 13th  Instant I addressed a letter to you expressing my Sentiments and 

expectations, viz, that the following Preliminaries be settled previous to cooperating.    

First, that Sir Henry secure to me my property, valued at ten thousand pounds Sterling, 

to be paid to me or my Heirs in case of Loss; and, as soon as that happens shall happen, 

-- hundred pounds per annum to be secured to me for life, in lieu of the pay and 

emoluments I give up, for my Services as they shall deserve -  If I point out a plan of 

cooperation by which Sir Henry shall possess himself of West Point, the Garrison, etc. 

etc. etc. twenty thousand pounds Sterling I think will be a cheap purchase for an object 

of so much importance.  At the same time I request thousand pounds to be paid my 

Agent - I expect a full and explicit answer - The 20th  I set off for West Point. A 

personal interview with an officer that you can confide in is absolutely necessary to 

plan matters. In the meantime I shall communicate to our mutual Friend S-- all the 

intelligence in my power, until I have the pleasure of your answer.   

  

 



Document F  From: Benedict Arnold 

Date/Place: 30 May 1778, Valley Forge 

Setting/Background: Benedict Arnold signed the Oath of Allegiance to the newly formed  

                                  United States 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 1 – On a scale of 1-10, how valuable (to us as historians) and/or reliable (in its portrayal of historical events) is  

    this document in informing about the truth or the why of an event? 

         CIRCLE:  1 (why was this written?)  1…..2…..3…..4…..5…..6…..7…..8…..9…..10  (very important/revealing) 

         Why did you circle what you did? 

 

 

Question 2 – Does this document suggest Benedict Arnold has Revolutionary or Loyalist sympathies?  Explain. 

 

 

 

Question 3 – This document was signed by every leader in the revolution, from George Washington to John Adams,  

                      Samuel Adams, General Gates, and others.  Why might they have required this of their leaders, who  

                      already risked a death sentence were they to lose to England? 

 

I Benedict Arnold, Major General, do acknowledge the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

to be Free, Independent and Sovereign States, and declare that the people thereof owe 

no allegiance or obedience to George the Third, King of Great-Britain; and I renounce, 

refuse and objure any allegiance or obedience to him; and I do swear that I will to the 

utmost of my power, support, maintain and defend the said United States, against the 

said King George the Third, his heirs and successors and his or their abettors, assistants 

and adherents, and will serve the said United States in the office of Major General 

which I now hold, with fidelity, according to the best of my skill and understanding 

 



Document G  From: Benjamin Franklin 

To: Ezra Stiles (American author, educator and minister) 

Date/Place: 10 October 1780 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document H  From: George Washington 

To: Jean-Baptiste Donatien de Vimeur, Comte de Rochambeau (French General)   

Date/Place: 26 September 1780 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document I  From: Alexander Hamilton 

To: Elizabeth Schuyler (Alexander Hamilton’s fiancée; they wed December 1780) 

Date/Place: 25 September 1780 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 1 – On a scale of 1-10, how valuable (to us as historians) and/or reliable (in its portrayal of historical events) is  

    this document in informing about the truth or the why of an event? 

         CIRCLE:  1 (why was this written?)  1…..2…..3…..4…..5…..6…..7…..8…..9…..10  (very important/revealing) 

         Why did you circle what you did? 

 

Question 2 – Look at all three of these letter excerpts.  When taken collectively, what do they say about the impact of  

                      Benedict Arnold’s actions on other leaders of the revolution? 

 

Question 3 – Doc.I: Do you believe Alexander Hamilton’s assessment of Mrs. Arnold’s innocence is correct?  Explain. 

By this Ship you will receive an account of the Treason & Apostasy of one of our greatest 

Generals (who went over from us to the Enemy 25th of September last), and the happy 

Detection of it before the Treason was carried into Execution. General Arnold has buried all his 

military Glory, and sends his Name down in History execrated with Contempt & Infamy. He 

will be despised not only by us in the United States, but by all the Nations of Europe & in all 

future Ages. There is reason to believe that he meditated with the rendition of West Point on 

27th. Sept., the betraying at the same time of General Washington and the Minister of France 

into the hands of the Enemy.   G. Arnold is a Loss! But America is so fertile in Patriots that we 

can afford to sell a capital Patriot or two every year without any essential Injury to the glorious 

Cause of Liberty & Independence.  

 

On my arrival here a very disagreeable scene unfolded itself. By a lucky accident a conspiracy of 

the most dangerous kind the object of which was to sacrifice this post. has been detected. General 

Arnold, who has sullied his former glory by the blackest treason, has escaped to the enemy. This 

is an event that occasions me equal regret and mortification; but traitors are the growth of every 

country and in a revolution of the present nature it is more to be wondered at, that the catalogue is 

so small than that there have been found a few. 

The situation of the army at this time will make General Heath’s presence with us useful 

 

The discovery of a treason of the deepest dye. The object was to sacrifice West Point. General Arnold had sold himself to André for 

this purpose; the latter came but in disguise and in returning to New York was detected. Arnold hearing of it immediately fled to the 

enemy. I went in pursuit of him but was much too late, and I could hardly regret the disappointment, when on my return, I saw an 

amiable woman frantic with distress for the loss of a husband she tenderly loved—a traitor to his country and to his fame, a disgrace 

to his connections. It was the most affecting scene I ever was witness to. She for a considerable time entirely lost her senses. The 

General went up to see her and she upbraided him with being in a plot to murder her child; one moment she raved; another she 

melted into tears; sometimes she pressed her infant to her bosom and lamented its fate occasioned by the imprudence of its father in 

a manner that would have pierced insensibility itself. All the sweetness of beauty, all the loveliness of innocence, all the tenderness 

of a wife and all the fondness of a mother showed themselves in her appearance and conduct. We have every reason to believe she 

was entirely unacquainted with the plan, and that her first knowledge of it was when Arnold went to tell her he must banish himself 

from his Country and from her forever. She instantly fell into a convulsion and he left her in that situation. 

This morning she is more composed. I paid her a visit and endeavored to sooth her by every method in my power, though you may 

imagine she is not easily to be consoled. Added to her other distresses, She is very apprehensive the resentment of her country will 

fall upon her for the guilt of her husband. Her sufferings were so eloquent that I wished myself her brother, to have a right to 

become her defender. Could I forgive Arnold for sacrificing his honor reputation and duty I could not forgive him for acting a part 

that must have forfeited the esteem of so fine a woman. 



Name: ____________________________ 

Period: _____   Date: ________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write an obituary for Benedict Arnold, and through your writing identify the extent 

to which he should be celebrated (hero) or condemned (traitor). 

Arnold is a hero and courageous because… 

   1 

 

 

   2 

 

 

   3  

Arnold is a traitor because… 

   1 

 

 

   2 

 

 

   3  

Three sources/quotes which directly support this are 

   1 

 

 

   2 

 

 

   3 

 

Three sources/quotes which directly support this are 

   1 

 

 

   2 

 

 

   3 

 

TEACHER USE ONLY 

 
__ No substance (F grade) 
__ Lists facts only  (D possible) 
__ Identifies main topic only  (C) 
__ Describe  (B possible) 
__ Explain  (A possible) 
 
__ Off-task or no answer 
__ Weak thesis 
__ Needs more elaboration 
__ Not enough said to  
      illustrate/support point 
__ Weak examples 
__ Fine examples, but not  
      enough 
__ Appears rushed, with  
      little consideration for  
      proof reading 
__ Examples are not related to  
      thesis 
__ Vague or unclear connection of  
      facts to thesis. 
 
 
__ Difficult to read  NO GRADE  
      ASSIGNED  Redo NOW in clear  
      handwriting and turn it back in  
      ASAP if you want a grade. 
 



Name: ____________________________ 

Period: _____   Date: ________________ 

P R E – A S S E S S M E N T 

 

1. Do you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of Benedict Arnold? (circle) Favorable 

          Unfavorable 

          I know the name, but don’t know about him. 

          Who is this guy? 

 

2. If you have learned about him before (classroom, television, books, history-loving uncle, etc), please  

    explain the extent to which you have been exposed to him.  And how long ago was this? 

 

 

 

 

If you don’t know anything/much about Benedict Arnold yet, don’t worry.  That’s ok.  We would not expect most of you to 

at this point, because we have not yet discussed him in depth.  These questions are asked just to get a glimpse of what the 

class does know, so the material can be tailored appropriately to support you. 

 

 

Do NOT write in the box below until instructed to do so. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I M P L I C A T I O N S 

 

Please do a free write.  In your writing, respond to any, some or all of the following prompts: 

 What is the relevance of Benedict Arnold’s actions on our lives today? 

 In what manner do the different documents allow us to see Benedict Arnold in different lights? 

 Do any of the themes (betrayal of a nation, courage under fire, etc) of this unit appear in the world 

today?  If so, then what may be some examples? 

 



Example of Historical Obituary 

 

L o r a x 

No one knows where he came from.  No one knows where he went.  His appearance, were it not so substantive and well 

documented, might be claimed as a myth by doubters or those with ulterior motives.  But the Lorax was in this town.  He 

was a ceaseless advocate for environmental issues.  “I speak for the Trees” was his common refrain; he would capitalize 

the T in the word trees, implying that they were silent yet sentient creatures worthy of rights and protection from loggers.   

In his mellow, spiritual, wise manner, his peaceful approach echoes the lessons of Martin Luther King Jr and Gandhi, yet 

he has been criticized as being too passive, not even trying to bring in the legal authorities to support his cause of 

protecting nature, and not aggressive enough in his nonverbal tactics.  The Minions, of whom some claim he is a distant 

relation, at least were active beyond words in their endeavors, the dissenters assert.  Regardless, he was unwavering in 

his commitment to protecting animals, nature and the environment. 

Where the Lorax went is uncertain.  Some hold out hope that he departed freely, because the alternative is that he may 

have been hunted by pollution-causing transnational conglomerates who feared him becoming a martyr against their 

profit-motive capitalistic pursuits. 

 

D r . S e u s s 

Theodor Seuss Geisel, the author and illustrator whose whimsical fantasies written under the pen name Dr. Seuss 

entertained and instructed millions of children and adults around the world, died in his sleep on Tuesday night at his 

home in La Jolla, California. He was 87 years old. 

Mr. Geisel's work delighted children by combining the ridiculous and the logical, generally with a homely moral. "If I 

start out with the concept of a two-headed animal," he once said, "I must put two hats on his head and two toothbrushes 

in the bathroom. It's logical insanity."   His work was not always so irrelevant.  During World War II he produced 

propaganda which, in the modern lens, may be seen as perpetuating racial stereotypes, and in the years immediately 

following it when he won Academy Awards for film screenplays of “Hitler Lives” and “Death by Design.”  Among his 

later books were some on serious topics. In "The Butter Battle Book" (1984), he introduced young readers to the dangers 

of the nuclear arms race. In 1986, in "You're Only Old Once!," he addressed the problems of old age in a book for 

grown-ups.   

But many of this characters touched on relevant matters, be it The Cat in the Hat’s perchance to silliness or the Lorax’s 

environmental defense.  The archetypal Seuss hero, many felt, was Horton, a conscientious elephant who was duped by a 

lazy bird into sitting on her egg. Horton stuck to the job for many weeks, despite dreadful weather and other harassments, 

saying, "I meant what I said and I said what I meant; an elephant's faithful 100 percent." His virtue was finally rewarded 

when the egg hatched and out came a creature with a bird's wings and an elephant's head. 

 

H a n k   G r e e n b e r g  

Born in New York’s Greenwich Village in 1911 to Romanian-born Jewish immigrant parents, Hank Greenberg spent 

most of his life playing first base for the Detroit Tigers.  He was heckled by opposing teams with anti-Semitic insults, 

language that in 2014 would be considered hate speech.  When Greenberg could no longer stand the provocations, which 

were echoed by an angry, roaring crowd, he confronted the third baseman on the field and was rushed out of the park by 

local police for protection.  In another instance, after one game, Greenberg took off his spikes, marched into the Chicago 

White Sox clubhouse, and declared that he wanted the player who insulted him with a slur “to get on his feet.” 

He played twelve years in the major leagues.  He hit 58 home runs in 1938, only two short of Babe Ruth’s 1927 record, 

and set the American League record for most runs-batted-in in a single season by a right-handed batter.  His twelve year 

career was interrupted by four years of military service in the Asian theater during World War II. 

Hank Greenberg passed in 1986 at the age of 75. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Benedict Arnold                    Name: _______________________________ 

Period: _____   Date: ___________________ 

 

 

Q u e s t i o n   1 

Read this last sentence from the text, and the directions 

which follow. 

 

“One could argue that without Benedict Arnold, 

America would not have won the war.” 

 

Which of the following sentences best supports the 

conclusion? 

 

A. With the important victory, the French decided 

to join forces with the Americans in their fight 

for independence, a crucial union without 

which the Revolution most likely would not 

have been a success. 

B. After the first battles at Lexington and Concord, 

Arnold took Fort Ticonderoga in New York, the 

first important victory for the rebelling 

colonists. Arnold's most important victory for 

the Continental Army was in the Saratoga 

Campaign during the summer of 1777. 

C. Appreciating the strong role that Arnold had 

played in the Saratoga campaign, the 

Continental Congress awarded him with the 

rank of Major General which he had long 

sought. 

D. After the creation of the Continental Army in 

1775, Arnold would play an important role in 

the unsuccessful Battle of Quebec. 

 

Q u e s t i o n   2 

Read the following section from paragraph 2.  Then, 

answer the question that follows. 

 

“From Arnold's perspective, the failure was due 

to a lack of resources supplied by Congress. This 

failure embittered him and he would become 

continuously embittered with the Continental 

Congress and the Continental Army.” 

 

What is the meaning of embittered as it is used in 

the text? 

 

A. A person who is upset and responds 

emotionally. 

B. A person who is charged with making 

improvements in leadership decision making. 

C. A person who does things to improve 

D. A person who feels the need to respond with 

courage. 
 

Q u e s t i o n   3 

Benedict Arnold felt Congress did not appreciate him.  

Using at least two details from the text, support this 

conclusion in the space provided. 

(Write your answers on the reverse…) 
 

Benedict Arnold was a member of the Revolutionary cause from the beginning of 

the war.  After the first battles at Lexington and Concord, Arnold took Fort 

Ticonderoga in New York, the first important victory for the rebelling colonists. 

 

After the creation of the Continental Army in 1775, Arnold would play an 

important role in the unsuccessful Battle of Quebec. From Arnold's perspective, 

the failure was due to a lack of resources supplied by Congress. This failure 

embittered him and he would become continuously embittered with the 

Continental Congress and the Continental Army.  A colonel, Arnold was upset 

when he was often passed up for promotion to Brigadier General. From the 

beginning money and glory were important to Arnold, and he would never think 

that he had received enough of it.  

 

Arnold's most important victory for the Continental Army was in the Saratoga 

Campaign during the summer of 1777. A brash and fearless commander, he 

defeated British General John Burgoyne.   With the important victory, the French 

decided to join forces with the Americans in their fight for independence, a crucial 

union without which the Revolution most likely would not have been a success. 

Appreciating the strong role that Arnold had played in the Saratoga campaign, the 

Continental Congress awarded him with the rank of Major General which he had 

long sought. However he was not given the seniority he thought he deserved, and 

even this promotion was seen as a slight by Arnold.  

 

He would spend the next years in Philadelphia serving as military Governor, 

where Arnold would live a life of splendor. Wondering about his expenses, he was 

court-martialed by the Continental Congress, another slight in the eyes of Arnold.  

 

Although a brilliant leader in combat, it was his own fame and glory that Arnold 

always had in the forefront of his mind. Despite his victories he had failed to gain 

the position he thought due to him, and ultimately decided to turn to the British in 

order to achieve the recognition that he thought he deserved.  

 

After continual requests from Arnold, early in 1780 he was given command of 

West Point, a fort on an important strategic position defending the Hudson River. 

Washington considered West Point to be of the utmost importance and it was a 

prestigious command for Arnold. By the time he was awarded the command, 

however, Arnold had already begun secret communication with British General 

Henry Clinton. The plan was this: Arnold would surrender West Point to the 

British forces. This would give control of the Hudson River to the British, 

effectively splitting the rebellious colonies in half.   In return, Arnold would be 

given £20,000 sterling and be awarded the rank of Brigadier General in the British 

Army.  

 

Unfortunately for Benedict Arnold, his contact was captured on one of his courier 

missions, and the plan would be revealed. George Washington was outraged at the 

plot. Arnold managed to escape to the British. Although he was unable to give 

them control of West Point, he was granted the rank of Brigadier and given £6,000 

sterling.  

 

The British would never trust Arnold, however.  After briefly fighting for the 

British, he would later travel to Canada. After failing in Canada, he would end his 

life back in London, dying in 1801 bankrupt.  

 

Benedict Arnold's name will forever be linked with treason in the United States. 

His attempt to give over control of West Point to the British was certainly the 

worst act of treason during the Revolution.   Yet Benedict Arnold’s earlier 

victories in the Saratoga Campaign were crucial in enlisting the aid of the French, 

without which the Revolution most likely would have been lost. One could argue 

that without Benedict Arnold, America would not have won the war.   

 


